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Public warned over firework displays
FIREFIGHTERS are urging families to attend
official bonfire and fireworks celebrations
rather than risk injury by staging their own
di s play s.

Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service said eve r y
year there were problems with people building
their own bonfires on stretches of public land
including parks, grass verges and even on
ro u ndabo u t s.

Now the service is compiling a list of official
displays on its website. It is appealing to organ-

isers to pass on details of their events to let the
public know where to go.

Arson reduction officer Colin Heyes said: “We
want people to enjoy themselves but we want
them to do it safely.”

In the run-up to November 5, the fire service’s
youth teams will also be visiting schools to warn
of the dangers of building bonfires and setting
off fireworks.

Targeted response vehicles will be monitoring
high-risk areas during the bonfire period.

In brief
KIDSGROVE: Motorists were
caught up in lengthy tailbacks
after a man was spotted
walking along the busy A500
dual carriageway.
Police were called to the
northbound stretch of the
road as vehicles were forced
to slow down as the individual
strolled along the outside
car riageway.
Patrol cars, an unmarked
police car and the ambulance
service were called to the
incident – which took place
close to the Kidsgrove and
Tunstall turn off – at about
4pm yesterday afternoon.
One motorist pulled over close
to the man and flagged
approaching vehicles down in
a bid to slow them.

Initiative introduced after subsidy cut

£1 bus fares for
elderly continue
until Christmas
BY DAVE KNAPPER
dave.knapper@thesentinel.co.uk

PENSIONERS will continue to
enjoy early morning bus travel
for £1 after an initiative in
response to council cutbacks
was extended.

Bus company First has con-
firmed the scheme – which was
due to end next week – will
continue until Christmas.

The firm introduced the fare
after Stoke-on-Trent City
Council controversially axed
its subsidy by £100,000, leaving
senior citizens having to pay
the full adult fare.

Prior to the cutback, which
came into force in April, pen-
sioners had been able to travel
on the buses for free before
9.30am.

First claimed the move led to
a ‘significant’ drop in the num-
ber of people using their
bu s e s.

It first unveiled the £1 trial in
September across all its routes
in Stoke-on-Trent. That has
now been extended until New
Yea r ’s Day.

First Potteries general man-
ager Peter Walch said: “We
have analysed figures of how

many customers are taking
advantage of this great initi-
ative and using the bus before
9.30am and are pleased to
announce it has been very suc-
cessful.

“If we can encourage more
people to travel and take
advantage of the offer, we may
consider extending it further.

“As people will be aware,
First Potteries made a com-
mercial decision to roll-out this
initiative and give customers a
lifeline in being able to travel
before the 9.30am watershed.

“There was a significant
drop in the number of people
using the bus service once the
subsidy was taken away and we
found that people just stopped
using the bus altogether.”

Since the council decision,
members of the North Stafford-
shire Pensioners’ Conven t ion

have lobbied the authority to
reintroduce free travel.

Campaigners held a protest
outside the authority’s Stoke-
based headquarters in
response to the decision.

Their campaign has been
further fuelled by the fact
neighbouring Staffordshire
County Council continues to
subsidise free all day travel,
which is also available to dis-
abled people.

John Davis, aged 77, of
Bentilee, who is chairman of
the pensioners’ conven t ion,
said: “People who live in New-
castle and the Staffordshire
Moorlands are still receiving
the subsidy, which makes us
some kind of island.

“It is important for senior
residents and disabled people
to be able to travel for free in
the morning as a lot do vol-
untary work or have medical
appointments to get to.

“The fact the scheme has
been extended shows that there
is a demand for it and rein-
forces our message.”

Should the elderly have free
bus travel? Email us at letters@
thesentinel.co.uk

SUCCESS:
First
Potteries
general
manager
Peter
Walch.

KEEPING THE FLAME: High school
pupils will be keeping the Paralympic
spirit alive after a kind donation.
Staff at Sainsbury’s donated
Paralympic memorabilia to students
at Newcastle’s Sir Thomas Boughey
High yesterday during a special hand-
over ceremony.
The kit will be used by the children
who are keen to keep the legacy of
the spectacular 2012 Games going.
The donations included bunting from
the ceremony and a poster showing
footballer David Beckham.
It comes after pupils took part in a
range of Paralympic events earlier in
the year that were designed to raise
awareness of the challenges facing
disabled athletes.
They took part in games including
wheelchair basketball, blindfold
football and seated volleyball.
Sharon Fieldhouse of Sainsbury’s is
pictured showing the memorabilia to
pupil Hannah Mason, aged 13.
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SHOULDN’T YOUR
HEALTH COME
BEFORE PROFITS?

*This figure is for illustrative purposes only.
But the threat to outsource public services
worth up to £140 billion by 2015 is very real.

The government plans to allow more private firms to profit from vital public
services, like the NHS, policing and social care.

This could put you and your family at risk. Official figures show that
profit-making care homes are less likely to meet minimum standards on
care quality. And where hospital cleaning has been outsourced, we have
seen jobs cut and a rise in hospital infections. Despite this, more of the
services you rely on are under threat.

It’s simply not right. We believe your health is far more important than profits.

Stop the government privatising your NHS.
Find out more or join us at unison.org.uk


