
 

This leaflet is part of a series produced as part of our Co-operative Status. If you would like more information contact our 

Co-operative Affairs Officer via the school or visit our membership site www.co-operative.stb.coop 

Who owns a Co-operative? 

A Co-operative is owned and controlled by its members. These are the equivalent to the shareholders in a PLC type 

company.  

Do co-operatives have shares? 

Yes but Co-operative shares are very different from shares in a PLC type company. In a co-operative voting about 

important things is done on a ‘one member, one vote’ principle rather than depend upon how many share a person has 

with the business. 

How does a share cost? 

In a co-operative this is normally talked about in terms of membership. Each co-operative sets its own rules but often 

membership is £1.  

Can a person have more than one share? 

Again this depends upon the co-operative. Many retail co-operatives, for example, allow people to put as much as they 

want (within reason) into a share account (effectively buying lots of shares). This helps to support the co-operative, but 

in all cases the person still gets only one vote at meetings regardless of how much they invest. In our co-operative 

members will open their membership with £1 but can invest more if they wish. 

Do people get interest on their share capital? 

Some co-operatives do give interest on share capital. In our case we do not have plans to do this at this stage. 

What happens if a person wants to stop being a member? 

They simply contact the membership secretary and their share capital / membership will be returned. In our case this 

can be done through our membership website our via our office. 

Can I trade co-operative shares - just like they can ones listed on the stock market? 

No. Co-operative shares are not tradable and can’t be passed onto another person. This must be done through the 

membership secretary.  

What happens if I am no longer eligible to a member? 

This can easily happen in a school co-operative. An example might be a pupil who leaves the school. They can apply to 

have their membership transferred to another type of membership.  

What are the responsibilities of membership? 

More details can be found on our website but membership is really about being involved in the future of the co-

operative. All co-operatives have people who are happy to be a member and simply do no more. If the co-operative is to 

be successful then it needs a many active members as possible. These will be more involved in the co-operative through 

its democratic structures and play a fuller role as ‘member owners’ of the co-operative. 

For more information see our membership website www.co-operative.stb.coop 
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