
 

This leaflet is part of a series produced as part of our Co-operative Status. If you would like more information contact our 

Co-operative Affairs Officer via the school or visit our membership site www.co-operative.stb.coop 

What is ‘the co-op’? 

Strictly speaking there is no such thing as ‘the co-op’!. A co-operative is a way of doing business – an alternative way to 

the PLC approach often seen. 

What are Co-operatives? 

They are businesses, associations and groups that run on Co-operative Values and Principles. All these work to same 

Values and Principles which are internationally agreed. They are independent of each other but are all part of a 

worldwide co-operative family. They are very democratic organisations and usually have strong ethical values. Each 

member of the co-operative (the equivalent to shareholders in a PLC) has one vote regardless of the money they invest 

in the co-operative. 

How many different co-operatives are there in the UK? 

Thousands! We all see the retail co-ops on our high streets but there are many other concerns that chose to organise 

themselves as a co-operative. These range from worker co-operative (owned by its workers) such as John Lewis, 

Waitrose and Suma Foods, Football Co-operatives (such as Chesterfield), Agricutural Co-ops and Educational Co-ops 

(such as the Robert Society which does teacher training and of course schools like ours). 

Are there co-ops in other countries? 

Yes there are co-ops in every corner of the world. They cover almost every type of business or association. As a  

co-operative we are part of this international family.  

Are there co-op schools in other countries? 

Yes but each country has developed them in their own way. Some countries have a co-op education sector that is 

almost as large as the state sector (examples include Spain) 

How do co-operatives support each other? 

This is a very important part of the co-operative philosophy. Although each co-operative is independent they are much 

stronger by sharing and working together. Often one co-operative will be able to solve something the other one finds 

hard. As they all have the same set of values they often find working together sensible – even if it can be hard!  

In many cases co-operatives in a particular sector will establish what is called a ‘secondary’ co-operative. This is a co-

operative owned by other co-operatives. It might be able to save resources by centrally buying services. 

In our case educational co-operatives like ourselves are establishing the ‘Schools Co-operative Society’ to help co-

ordinate the work of the all the independent co-operative schools.  

Does our new co-op status mean that we are being taken over by the co-op? 

NO. Read our leaflet 3 – Co-op Schools and new way forward. 

For more information see our membership website www.co-operative.stb.coop 
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