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We have only been 
back in school a 
few weeks but it is 

wonderful to see how well 
our youngest students have 
settled in as the latest Year 7 
group. This was emphasised 
by the enthusiastic response 
by them, and pupils from all 
other years, to the invitation 
to help out at the recent 
Prospective Parents’ Evening. 
The attendance from families 
interested in securing a place at 
Sir Thomas Boughey that night 
was hugely encouraging and the 
overwhelming response from 
them was how polite, engaging 
and helpful our students were 
and most of all how proud they 
were of the school. The students 
proved to be the greatest selling 
point for the school – exactly as 
it should be.

Once again the new year meant 
we said good-bye to the out-
going Year 11. We saw them  

en masse on results day, where 
they celebrated their successes 
with their colleagues and the 
staff who taught them. They 
then headed out to the various 
colleges and training providers 
to secure their places for the 
next stage of their academic 
journey. 69% of our students 
secured 5 or more GCSEs at 
A*-C, an impressive statistic 
especially given that once again 
we had much reported changes 
to exam results.

The school continues to work 
very closely with the community 
through the Audley LAP and the 
Parish Council – links we value 
greatly. The Sir Thomas Boughey 
Learning Trust, which consists 
of ourselves, The Richard 
Heathcote School and Wood 
Lane School, goes from strength 
to strength and all involved 
feel the benefits of working 
cooperatively as a group.

So now to the future, and 
the hopes and dreams of the 
current collection of students 
in the school. We know they 
all have their own particular 
aspirations and the older pupils 
are much closer to tapping into 
those as they approach the 
final years of their time with 
us. My message to all students 
and parents is to make sure 
that the time in school is well 
spent, taking full advantage of 
all the opportunities on offer 
and treasuring the benefits that 
the prospective parents were 
seeking to gain from Sir Thomas 
Boughey, when they viewed the 
school recently.

I look forward to another 
exciting year. I hope everyone 
associated with the school is 
successful over the next twelve 
months and I look forward to 
meeting all of you over the next 
three terms.

Welcome to the first Newsletter of the 2014/15 academic year 
and a special welcome to all those students, parents, staff and 
friends who are new to the school this year.

Mr Gould - Head Teacher

Contents
Recognising Achievement ..........................................................3
Pupils of the Caribbean ................................................................3
Sports News .....................................................................................4
Languages Day ................................................................................6
Nathan Williams at Formby Food Festival ............................8
School Governors ...........................................................................8
School Council News ....................................................................9
Gift of Reading ................................................................................9
Raising Aspirations Days .......................................................... 10
Parents as Partners ......................................................................11
Lewis Moore - Elsie Kelsall Award ..........................................11
Teentech ......................................................................................... 12
Dates for Your Diary .................................................................... 12

2

Visit our web Gallery!
Whenever you see this icon in the 

newsletter, you can visit our website 
to see more (and bigger!) photos of 

the event. 

Just go to:

 www.stb.coop/home/gallery.html 

Please note: 
some galleries are  

located within  
their subject areas.



Recognising 
Achievement 

The following pupils have been 
nominated this term by their subject 
teachers for excellent effort in their 
work. 

Congratulations to the following:

Year 7 
Jessica Tinsley, Luke Tomkinson, 
Nathan Williams, Alexandra Cope, 
Lauren Morrey, Tayela Jarvis-Dale, 
Abbie Wilkes, Callum Parry, Owen 
Bates, Romany Shone, Isaac Nicol, 
Dylan Wintle, Ryan Gascoigne, Isobel 
Richardson, Niamh McDonagh, 
George Walker.

Year 8 
Adam Johnston, James Shumilin-
Croxton, Jacob Bentley-Green, Ella 
Myatt, Chloe Birkin, Harrison Brennan, 
Jack Harley, Hollie Mason, Nathan 
Cotterill, Oliver Sellers, Cameron 
Martin, Jack Cotterill, Paige Brookes, 
Leah Shaw, Lauren Shone, Ethan Lee, 
Jack Cotterill, Oliver Sellers.

Year 9
Callum Breslin, Thomas Sharpe, 
Morgan Spruce, Aeris Finney, 
Rebecca Minton, Jamie Bagnall, 
Adam Callaghan, Ryan Booth, Sophie 
Barnett, Brad Copestick, Matthew 
Barker, Ewan Spooner, Megan Perry, 
Connor Whalley, Jake Deeming, Alicia 
Meakin, Michael Walker, Kieran Heath.

Year 10 
Molly King, Chloe Norcup, Kieran 
Dean, Reanne Dean, Sarah 
Mainwaring, Fraser Karling, Holly 
Sawyer, Jake Sant, Liam Booth, Zac 
Evans, William Axon, Alex Hollins, Jack 
Walker, Dion Garsden.

Year 11 
Alicia Plunkett, James Lovatt, Charlie 
Cairns, Abigail O’Connor, Charlie 
Davies, Kieron Simms, James Bishop, 
Jordan Holmes-White, Courtney 
Bedson, Beth Gilbert. 3
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Sir Thomas 
Boughey’s 
PE 

department has 
just received 
confirmation 
that they have been awarded 
the SILVER School Games Award 
for the third year running.

The Sainsbury’s School Games 
Kitemark is a government 
led award scheme to reward 
schools for their commitment 
to the development of sports 
competition across their school 
and into the community.

Well done to all pupils and staff 
for this great achievement.

Sky Sports for 
Living Programme

STB signed up for our third 
year of the Sky Sports for 
Living programme which 

is aimed at engaging pupils in 
a lifetime of physical activity. 
Sixteen pupils from Years 7 to 
10 were selected to attend a 
Fit Club for six weeks, with Mrs 
O’Neill, during the summer 
term. Daniel Caines, former 
400m world champion, came 
into the school to inspire the 
pupils with a day of activity 
and all were given t-shirts to 
wear. Pupils who attended 
every session and made a 
commitment to get more fit and 
healthy were put in a draw for 
an Ipod shuffle, donated by Sky 
Sports. Alysha Tomkinson was 
the lucky winner of the Ipod. In 
addition, Daniel Caines gave a 
motivational talk to the Year 7 
and 8 Netball and Year 7 boys 
football teams on achieving your 

dreams through hard work 
and perseverance.

UNDER 16 GIRLS 
COUNTY CUP - ROUND 1
 STB 2 – 0 CHESTERTON

STB girls played at home against 
Chesterton on Thursday 18th 
September. They dominated the first half, with good attacking 

play. This resulted in an excellent individual goal for Abbie Rathbone. 
STB pressure continued and Charlie Awde scored her first goal for the 
under 16 team, to make it 2-0 at half time.

In the second half, Chesterton were tighter in defence and, although 
Abbie Rathbone hit the underside of the crossbar, STB failed to 
extend their 2-0 lead. Evie Holt made a great save to prevent a 
nervous finish to the match.

Player of the match: Charlie Awde

Team: Evie Holt, Beth Askey (captain), Caitlin Phillips, Meg Hall, Abbi 
Roberts, Charlie Awde, Grace Machin, Abbie Rathbone, Jade Thornhill 
and Tilly Jones.

Netball

The U16 Girls have now played their 
first three league fixtures.

The first match was against 
Wolstanton High School who had a 
particularly athletic Goal Defence. However, she could not stop the 
STB duo of Abbie-Mae Rathbone and Grace Machin from converting 
no matter how high she jumped. Sir Thomas Boughey took the 
game comfortably, 19-10. Woman of the match was Abbi Roberts, 
who worked tirelessly at Goal Defence and managed to gain several 
turnovers for the team.

Next, they faced Newcastle Community High School. These were quite a 
tall team but they were unable to cope with the STB standard of play at 
all. STB took the game 19-1 even though each half only lasted 10 minutes. 
Woman of the match was Abbie-Rathbone, who did not miss a shot.

The most recent fixture was at home against Madeley High School. 
This was an inexperienced opposition, consisting mainly of year 
10 players, therefore several of the STB girls played out of position 
to try to even things up. STB still managed to achieve a somewhat 
embarrassing, 37-1 victory. Woman of the match was Grace Machin, 

who played superbly at 
both ‘Goal Shooter’ and 
‘Centre’.

Congratulations to all squad 
members on an excellent 
start to the league. Here’s 
hoping they bring the trophy 
home for the 10th Year in 
a row!

S P O R T S  N E W S



5

We are happy to announce that Sir Thomas Boughey’s Harmonize group and the Wood Lane Primary 
School Choir will be performing at the 2015 Young Voices concert at the Phones 4U Arena in 
Manchester. 

Young Voices is designed to unify children from across the region, boost their 
confidence and provide lifelong memories for them and their families. 
Teachers and pupils practise the dance routines and learn the songs 
weekly in rehearsals for many months before they excitedly come 
together for the show.

The concert takes place on 2nd March, 2014. Tickets for parents 
are available to purchase and are very popular, priced at 
£19.50. For more information, visit the website at  
www.youngvoices.co.uk

 Music
Extra-Curricular Groups That Your 
Child can Attend!
All clubs are free to join and offer various 
performance opportunities throughout the year. 

Orchestra – Monday lunchtime 
Beginner Guitar Club – Tuesday lunchtime 
Harmonize – Friday lunchtime

YOUNG VOiCES

Coming Soon – A School Production Which 
will Celebrate our Talented Pupils’ Music, Dance, Drama and 
Comedy Acts!
Further details will be available on the school website after half term.  
Tuesday 10th, Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th Februray 2015. Tickets: £2.50

 GCSE Drama

Pupils from years ten and eleven GCSE Drama classes were treated to a night at The Regent, in Hanley, 
to watch the National Theatre’s ‘War Horse’ – a fantastic production which gave pupils an insight into 
how to have an emotional impact on an audience. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed the performance and 

will be able to use this experience to develop their own future performances. 

 ‘War Horse’ Performance Project

On Monday 6th October, pupils from years 8, 9 and 10 spent a day working with the Creative 
Learning team at the Regent Theatre. Pupils participated in a National Theatre workshop and 
a creative writing session in the morning and then got the opportunity to rehearse their pre-

prepared performance on the Victoria Hall stage. Pupils worked extremely hard in the weeks prior to this 
performance to create an interesting piece about how war was not as glorious as many men thought, 
using propaganda posters and the poem ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ by Wilfred Owen. Pupils were a credit 
to the school throughout the entire day and made the staff involved very proud. Congratulations to all 
involved on a successful performance.



Languages Day was a lot of fun for all. It has inspired many people such as myself 

to learn more about foreign countries and different ways of understanding how 

languages are communicated between two people in foreign countries.

For two of the five languages we completed, physical activity was used as a 

workout to learn the lefts and rights in Spanish. The other - Italian drama - 

was a fun, engaging hour. We learned how to say typical words in Italian and 

had the chance to act out a love scene scenario in groups.

The other languages were just as thrilling yet exhausting; the Greek 

mythology and the Kaiser Coaster consisted of learning both the history of the 

modern day society of the two countries through activities and construction, 

whereas the science part of it all was all about decoding words and elements in 

varied languages to find out what others had ordered.

- Daniel Shenton (7LE)

6



This year, the Year 7 classes had a day off from their normal lessons 
and instead had a day of learning the great advantages of knowing 
five different foreign languages. A tremendous effort was put in by 
both staff and pupils, truly a day to remember. Learning another 
language is a vital skill that one day could save your life and a skill 
that we should all be able to enjoy. The year 6 pupils who are coming 
to Sir Thomas Boughey High School should be looking forward to 
this event and will cherish that skill for the rest of their lives.

- Dominic Shaw (7IH)
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School Governors

Welcome to the first 
Governors’ item for the 
school newsletter.  Our 

Governors are volunteers and 
are made up of community, staff, 
parents and LEA representatives 
who use their life experiences and 
skills to ensure that the vision, 
ethos and strategic direction 
of the school is clearly defined. 
Together, we discuss and make 
decisions on school policies 
'where money is spent', 'what is 
taught' and 'where the school is 
aiming to go'. 

We challenge the Head and 
senior staff to bring about 
improvement in the quality 
of teaching to ensure that the 
educational performance of the 
school excels year on year.

We encourage and support all 
teaching staff to ensure that 
every child receives the best 
possible education.

We meet termly and discuss all 
aspects of school life such as 
wellbeing of pupils, health and 
safety, pupil premium, exam 
results, budgets etc. There are 
four sub committees: Building 
& Finance, Staffing, Discipline 
and Curriculum to which the 
governors are assigned and 
attend separate meetings to 
discuss these in more detail.

If you are interested in becoming 
a governor, please contact 
the Clerk to the Governors at 
the school office. There are 
no special qualifications and 
training is provided.

The Governors would like to 
congratulate all last year’s Year 
11 pupils on their examination 
results. Be proud, celebrate your 
success and good luck for  
your future. 

Thank you.

Nathan Williams’ Success at Formby 
Food Festival 

On Saturday 19th July, whilst most of you will have 
been enjoying your first lie in of the holidays, 
Nathan Williams (now 8ND) was up bright and 

early and he was heading to compete at Formby Food 
Festival in a cooking competition. 

Nathan was competing with a Year 10 girl from a school in 
Wigan. When we arrived in Formby, we were informed that the 
girl couldn’t make it. So Nathan had technically won by default! 
Obviously Nathan’s opportunity to cook on stage was now going to 
change, as there was no other competitor. 

Academy of Culinary Arts Regional chef, James Holden, asked 
Nathan to go ahead and cook on stage to produce the Chicken 
Forestiere dish he had been practising, with James up on stage to 
support him. Nathan certainly wasn’t showing his nerves as he got 
everything ready and prepared for his time on stage. 

It was an incredibly proud moment for me. I’d seen Nathan in his 
food lessons in Year 7, working in a classroom with only an hour 
to complete a task. He’d entered this competition with many other 
students from STB, and he had shown confidence in making his 
school entry dish. With so many components to his chicken and 
chorizo pasta, the chef had seen something in Nathan’s approach 
to cooking.

Here was Nathan, up on a stage at the age of 12, cooking in front 
of around 30 strangers and a professional chef, in a giant tent, 
75 miles from home! What a fantastic opportunity and a great 
effort. Cheered on by us all, Nathan cooked and presented his 
meal within 45 minutes: pan fried chicken breast with bacon, 
mushrooms and a wine jus, roasted potato cubes and a courgette 

and asparagus tower and carrots. 
Superb.  

Nathan has won the 
opportunity to experience 
working in a kitchen, in a 
restaurant of his choice. 
As Nathan likes spicy 
food, James is arranging a 
work experience day with 
an Indian restaurant. 

Thanks to Peter Walters 
for his help and advice, 

and for mentoring Nathan in 
the build up to Formby Food 

Festival. Well done to Nathan.

The Breakfast Club
As part of our provision, we now offer a breakfast club.
Here, pupils are offered a simple selection of fruit juices, tea, hot 
chocolate, toast and cereals. This is available at non-profit making 
prices. The facility will be open from 7.30am to 8.00am in the food 

room. All are welcome. If you wish to attend please contact Mrs 
Bailey in the school office to register.8



 School Council News
Having our say – our Voices Matter

On Wednesday 1st October, the whole school was invited to take part in the annual youth 
consultation. In 2013, over 470,000 young people took part in Make Your Mark, making it the UK’s 
largest youth consultation.

The opinions of our pupils will be included in this national survey and the issues considered by young 
people to be the most important will then be discussed by members of UK Youth Parliament at the United 
Kingdom Youth Parliament House of Commons, sitting on 14th November 2014. The UK Youth Parliament is 
the only organisation allowed to sit in the House of Commons.

Some of the issues our pupils were asked to consider were:
•	 Should 16 and 17 year olds have the right to vote in elections and referendums?
•	 Should an elected group of young people be included in the democratic process of deciding new laws?
•	 Should everyone be paid at least a living wage of £7.65 per hour?
•	 Should young people have a voice in improving their communities?

There were also other topics. Further details of the survey can be found at mym.mi-vote.com

The view of our School Council was that young people should be able to have their voices heard. We enjoyed 
being part of this national survey and have asked to be kept updated with news from the Youth Parliament.

Gift of Reading

The English Department has 
been very impressed by the 
excellent start made by our 

new Year Seven pupils, particularly 
in their positive attitudes to 
reading.  We hope that pupils’ 
enthusiasm for reading will 
continue long into the future.  To 
help sustain this, we have gifted a 
book to every pupil in Year Seven. 
Pupils had the opportunity to think 
about the kind of book they would 
like and eventually chose from 12 
interesting and diverse titles. 

In addition to the new book that 
pupils have been given, they 
also have access to the many 
thousands of books available to 
borrow from our school library. 
Each class has spent part of an 
English lesson in the library, so 
they understand how it operates 
and how it can be used as a 
resource. 

There of lots of other activities 
planned to build pupils’ love of 
reading, such as research projects, 
book reviews, competitions and 
our new Year Seven book group. 
There will also be some tasks for 
parents to complete...

COMPETITION

Innovate to Improve Health  
and Well-Being

Challenge – the PA Consulting 
Group want you to invent 
something that will help people 
live healthier lives.

• The competition is open to all years
• The winners will receive £1000
• Closing date 30th January 2014
• Firt 100 entrants will receive a Raspberry Pi starter kit 

worth £75

The possibilities for innovation are huge.

You can create anything from a system to streamline a hospital’s 
process and make it more efficient, to an ingenious health and 
fitness program tailored to individual needs.

Wearable technology is another area that has 
potential to transform healthcare, whether 
this be by encouraging healthier behaviour, 
ensuring better interventions or driving 
more successful treatment. For example you 
could invent a wearable device that ensures 
patients take their medication on time.

Run by P.A. Consulting Group. 9



Raising Aspirations Days

As a Gifted and Talented initiative, the company 
Classroom Medics were invited into school to 
run 3 action packed days for years 7, 8 and 9 

with the aim of igniting the flame that we all know 
is burning in us all! The company planned an action 
packed programme, linked to careers, technology, science, sports 
performance and engineering. We were suitably amazed after 
each day and it was a most successful venture.

Each day worked around the school timetable and the pupils 
rotated around the groups. In each room, there were a variety of 
hands on activities and we all even had a go at taking blood from 
a synthetic life size arm!

The year 9 day began with a Science Stage Show for the whole 
year group to launch the day. It was entitled “The Human Guinea 
Pig - Inside the NHS”.

This stage show took the pupils on a journey around the NHS 
to discover the amazing medical careers available to the pupils, 
encouraging them to achieve in Maths, English & Science. There 
were many exciting demonstrations including an ultrasound scan 
of a person’s carotid artery, recording an ECG from someone’s 
heart and taking a picture of the retina with an iPhone! The show 
also had some amazing video footage of the inside of Tom’s 
body, after he met several scientists in healthcare science.

The year 7 and 8 day began with a slightly different Science Stage 
Show for the whole year group to launch the day. Their show 
introduced the pupils to some of the medical and sports science 
tests athletes have to go through to improve their performances. 
There were many really cool demonstrations including a 
mini VO2 max test and a wind tunnel where we put a pupil’s 
head into to test its aerodynamics! With the Commonwealth 
Games coming up this summer it gave us an insight into all the 
technology, preparation and sacrifices the athletes have to make, 
pushing themselves to the limits.

For all three year groups, there then followed four Hands on 
Workshops. The pupils were split into four groups and rotated 
round the four sessions. The sessions were:

•	 Health	MOT	where	the	pupils	experienced	what	it	was	like	to	take	
blood	from	a	person,	take	and	understand	blood	pressure,	take	
a	person’s	temperature	in	several	different	ways	and	experience	
different	eyesight	problems.

•	 Classroom	Casualty	was	where	pupils	studied	the	technological	
advancement	in	medicine.	There	was	a	variety	of	surgical	
instruments	for	the	pupils	to	look	at.

•	 Classroom	Surgery	was	where	the	pupil	learned	about	the	
advancements	in	detecting	and	diagnosing	medical	conditions.

•	 Sports	Science	Games	was	another	interactive	session	pushing	the	
pupils	to	their	limits	(and	staff	too!).

Overall, the days provided much discussion with positive feedback 
from pupils and staff. The days inspired many to request further 

information about career paths, in addition to finding out 
about college and university courses aimed at those careers.10



Parents as Partners

Homework is one of the most effective tools in raising the attainment of any child. As teachers, 
we often get asked, “What can we do to help our child do well?”  So I have put together a list of 
things that can help.

Set up a homework friendly area with well lit desk in a quiet part of the house. Keep it well supplied 
with stationery.

Schedule a regular homework time; some prefer to work when they get in, others later, but 
remember homework is a priority.

Help them make a plan if exams are approaching and revision is needed. Help your child by planning their 
time to cover all subject areas.

Keep distractions to a minimum. TV, loud music and phone calls are all distractions that reduce the 
quality of work. Have you considered leaving phones on the kitchen side during homework time?

Encourage children to do their own work, cutting and pasting from the internet does not 
demonstrate comprehension.

Be a motivator and monitor: ask about homework and exams, give them encouragement, check 
completed homework reflects effort.

Praise work and effort, mention academic achievements to friends and relatives.

If there are problems with homework , get help. Direct your child to seek help from their teacher. We 
are all here to help pupils make progress; all staff will make time to help pupils move forward. The 
conversation starts: “Show me what you have done…”

Finally, attend parents’ evenings and talk to staff about your child’s progress.

Lewis Moore:  
Elsie Kelsall Award

For the past two years, Lewis Moore has 
represented the school at Audley  
Parish Council.

He has given up his own free time to attend 
regular meetings and Members of the Council 
have, on several occasions expressed their 
admiration for the sterling job Lewis has 
done. Apparently he has made excellent 
contributions to discussions and been highly 
influential within his role.

As a result of his willingness to go above and 
beyond, the Council have decided to present him 
with The Elsie Kelsall Award for 2014.

This award is 
presented to 
Lewis for being 
the Audley 
Parish Council’s 
“Outstanding 
Young Person of 
the Year”.

Congratulations 
Lewis on this 
excellent achievement.

11
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The Term Times is produced twice a term by Sir Thomas Boughey High School. Some copies are printed, but 
it is also available from our website www.stb.coop. If you have an active e-mail address and would like to be 

informed when a new issue is available, then please visit our website and sign up to our e-mail  
distribution list newsletter.stb.coop.

Teentech 2014

On Wednesday 24th September Year 
8 Design an Technology students 
took part in a variety of challenges at 

Uttoxeter race course around the themes of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. 

The day was launched 
by Maggie Philbin - 
former presenter of 
“Tomorrow’s World” 
- and was aimed at 
challenging stereotypes, 
and encouraging young 
people to think about a 
possible career in STEM 
industries.

The students attending 
were kept very busy as they 
worked on a wide range 
of engineering challenges 
alongside mentors from 
industry. Throughout the 
day, our students really 
showed off their talent and 
bagged a number of prizes 
for their efforts. They also managed to win a 
school prize for designing and constructing 
a gas pipeline in the fastest time, for the 
lowest cost and least environmental impact.

Thursday 23rd October  .............................................KS5 Evening
27th to 31st October ..........................................................Half Term
Saturday 8th November ................................. STB Christmas Fayre
Thursday 13th November ................................Yr11 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 20th November ...........................................Awards Evening
Friday 21st November ........................................... Staff Training Day
24th November - 1st December .......................Yr11 Mock Examinations
December 2014 (TBA) ........................................ Christmas Performance
Thursday 4th December ..........................................Yr9 Parents’ Evening
Monday 15th December .......................................................... Activity Day
Wednesday 17th December .....................................Yr7 Christmas Concert
Friday 19th December ......................School closes for Christmas Holidays

Exam Dates for Year Group 
Exams 2014 -2015 
Year 7 Exams ............................ 16th June – 19th June 2015
Year 8 Exams ................................. 5th May – 8th May 2015
Year 9 Exams ................2nd February – 6th February 2015
Year 10 Exams .......................... 20th April – 24thApril 2015
Year 11 Mock 1 ...... 24th November – 1st December 2014
Year 11 Mock 2 ............... 23rd February – 2nd March 2015

Overview Of External Exam Dates 2015
Catering Practical Exam For Year 11:

One 3 hour slot in this period of time per pupil. 
2nd March – 4th March 2015.

Music Practical Exam For Year 11:

Two performances in this time slot per pupil. 
11th March – 12th March 2015.

GCSE written papers begin ..................12th May 2015 am
Last GCSE written paper  .................... 15th June 2015 pm

Dates yet to be confirmed:

Y11 GCSE Art ..........................10 Hour Exam Over 2 Days
Y11 GCSE Music Appraisal Paper ...... 2 hours in one slot
Y10 GCSE Catering Practical .......one 3 hour of time per pupil


