
mention goes to Mr Websdale on his 
retirement, along with long-serving 
member of staff and Assistant Head, Mrs 
Wilding, who is also retiring from 
teaching. However, she will be returning 
in a slightly different guise to take up the 
post of Exam Officer for the school. That 
post is vacated by another long-serving 
member of staff, who will be well-known 
to many parents as their former Maths 
teacher, Mr Walwyn. We thank them all 
for their commitment over the years and 
wish them well for the future. 
 

 
 
 
 
All that remains is for me to thank all 
pupils (past, present and future), staff, 
parents and Governors for their efforts 
and support this year and to wish 
everyone a pleasant and safe break. 

Mr S Gould - Headteacher 

 
 

 
On behalf of Sir Thomas Boughey, I 
would like to wish our future Year 7s a 
warm welcome to the school in the next 
academic year.  The prospect of going to 
high school can be a daunting one for 
many, with new expectations, a new 
building, and new subjects, as well as 
many other worries.  However, I can 
guarantee that I, and everybody here at 
Sir Thomas Boughey, are ready to meet 
and support Year 7 from September; 
ensuring that their transition is as smooth 
as possible and that they have the best 
chance of succeeding in all their 
endeavours over the next five years.   

Mr Rigby – Head of Year 7 
 
 

 

in April. A thoroughly 
enjoyable day was had by 
guests, pupils, staff and 
volunteers alike. At the end 
of May, the four educational 
establishments of Audley – 
Wood Lane Primary, 
Ravensmead Primary, The 
Richard Heathcote Primary 
and our own school – came 
together in front of a packed 
school hall to provide a 
fantastic night of 
entertainment. The evening 
was a celebration of the 
talent of the youngsters of 
Audley, as recognition of the 
most generous donation left 
to the schools in the will of 
the late Mrs Thorley Platt, 
previously of Audley. 

 

Both of these events 
demonstrate the school‟s 
place in the local community 
and the importance we 
attach to that relationship. In 
May, an Ofsted inspection 
team visited. They trawled 
through masses of data and 
paperwork, put everything 
we did for the two days 
under the microscope and 
questioned our purpose for 
virtually every action we 
took. Whilst we were 
delighted with their overall 
findings and the “Good” 
grade they awarded, we 
would have been happier 
had their inspection also 
taken on board all the events 
previously highlighted in 
these newsletters, giving a 
real flavour of the school. 
 

On a sadder note, the end of 
a school year generally leads 
to departures of staff. Our 
best wishes go to all those 

staff moving, but particular          
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Another year draws to an 
end and how quickly it 
seems to have gone. It 
appears that no sooner have 
our Year 7 pupils settled in, 
we are preparing for the next 
group to join us. Our Year 11 
– a fixture of the school for 
the past 5 years – have 
departed in a flurry of ball 
gowns and designer suits, 
only to return for one last 
time to collect their exam 
results. 
 

In between those two events 
– the arrival of Year 7 and 
the departure of Year 11 – 
the year has once again 
been crammed with activities 
that continue to make us 
immensely proud as a 
school. There have been the 
ever-present events such as 
educational visits, both 
abroad and in this country, a 
host of charity fund-raising 
events, continued success in 
the sporting arenas, a variety 
of musical and drama 
performances, our usual 
level of academic excellence 
and of course much more. 
 

Perhaps two events which 
encapsulate what is special 
and unique about this school 
occurred just recently. 
Following nearly two years of 
partnership work with Audley 
Parish Council and Audley 
LAP (Locality Action 
Partnership), the school 
acted as hosts to a group of 
senior citizens one Saturday  
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Recognising 
Achievement 

 
The following pupils have 
been nominated this term by 
their subject teachers for 
excellent effort in their work. 
 
Congratulations to the 
following: 
 

Year 7 Year 10 
Teagan Heath Adam Finney 

Ella Myatt Rheana Forrester 

Shay Green Megan Lovatt 

Megan Perry Aaron Ramsdale 

Charles Taylor Amy Spooner 

Megan Jones Thomas Bathgate 

Shannon Deakin Amy Machin 

Year 8 Hollie Prescott 

Emma Gibson 
Owen Howard 

Ryan Batley 
Callum Slater 

Stephen Clarkson 
 Jack Rylands 

Fraser Carling 
Chloe Upton 

Evie Holt Year 11 

Jamie Cooper 
Carly Dugmore 

Jazz Smith 
Rebecca Bourne 

Cameron Dixon 
 

Leon Lloyd 
 

Aeris Finney 
 

Ben Perkins  

Joe Andrews  

Year 9  

Lewis Brookes  

Miles Edie  

Maria Richardson  

Chloe Norcup  

Jack Middleton  

Joshua Fox  

Molly Evans  

Lauren Mayer  

Tom Jones  

Ella Hammersley  

Kim Clarke  

Billy Thorley  

 
 
 

 

     Year 8 Update 
Year 8 pupils are now nearly at the end of what has been a very busy 
year. It is now time for them to look back on their successes and ready 
themselves for Year 9. 
 

As they prepare for the summer holidays, they can also look forward to 
receiving their reports. They have been through a particularly busy time in 
the last month: exams have been sat, marked and results given to them. 
Their report is the summary of their achievements throughout the whole  
year and will give them an idea of strengths to build on and weaknesses to 
improve upon. 
 

Year 8 has been a successful year for many of the year group. As ever, 
the members of the peer mentoring group have worked tirelessly and 
should be congratulated for their efforts. A number of Year 8 pupils have 
been actively involved in setting up the Tanzania group and have been 
instrumental in setting up links with schools in Africa. Members of Year 8 
have been nominated every week for outstanding effort and positive 
attitude throughout the year; they should also be congratulated for their 
achievements. 
 

I hope that as Year 8 pupils enter their summer holiday, they will be able 
to look back on a positive year. I trust that they have been able to gain a 
greater understanding of subjects, this year, and have discovered more 
about their strengths and weaknesses. 

Mr R Heywood – Head of Year 8 
 

Leading by Example 
 

The new Head Boy, Head Girl and their Deputies have been selected for 
the coming academic year. They are: 

 

Head Boy:   Ben Green 
Head Girl:   Jessica Crabtree 
Deputy Head Boy:  Sam Leigh 
Deputy Head Girl:  Charlotte Prince 

 

They have already started their duties, for example: confidently reading 
out the notices in assembly and presenting certificates on stage. They will 
have a busy year ahead of them with many duties to perform. We are sure 
that they will set a fine example to others and represent the school with 
enthusiasm and professionalism. 

 

‘It is a great honour to be elected to this position.’ 
Ben Green, Head Boy 

 
‘I am very honoured to receive the privilege of Head Girl.  I look 

forward to the challenges that my role as Head Girl holds.’ 
Jessica Crabtree, Head Girl 

 
 ‘I am grateful to be given this opportunity.’ 

Sam Leigh, Deputy Head Boy 
 

‘I feel privileged that I have been chosen.’ 
Charlotte Prince, Deputy Head Girl 

 
 

 
 

 



 

       Leavers 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Harriet Newman, Lucy Roberts and 
Chloe Lycett 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

 
Megan Hollins and Lewis Garnham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jess Gibson and Emma Myslinski 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry Lovatt, Dyson Jones and 
Colin Greatbach 

 
 
 
 
 

Our annual Leavers‟ Dinner once 
again had a fantastic turnout, with 
over 100 pupils choosing to come 
and enjoy a formal dinner and 
evening of dancing with their 
classmates and staff.  

 

The event was held at Wychwood Park, a fantastic 
venue for our pupils to say their final goodbyes. The 
time and effort that had gone into preparing for the 
evening was evident for all to see in the variety of 
outfits, hairstyles and accessories - time well spent 
as everyone had the opportunity to have professional 
photographs taken with their friends.  
 
 

 

The year group did themselves proud and it 
was a pleasure to spend the evening in their 
company and they all seemed to enjoy this 
unique event.  Well done and good luck to them 
all. 

Mr A Ponsford – Head of Year 11 
 

 

“I thought everyone looked stunning in 
formal dress and it was brilliant seeing 
everyone have such a good time after 
working so hard all year.” 

Mr Rigby 

 

Jessica 
Tomkinson 

 

Erica Johnson 
 

 

Peter Clarkson and Mr Rigby 

 

Emily Jones, Naomi Bailey, Katie Dunn 
and Robyn James 

Holly Amos 

Courtney Eardley 

Hannah Sillitto, Chloe Tomkinson and 
Leah Evans 

 



 

Maths Trip 
A group of our Year 9 pupils 
were invited to join two other 
local schools on an activity 
day at Britannia Stadium. 
 

Whilst there, the sun shone 
and pupils managed to put 
their mathematical skills to 
use outside the classroom. 
The pupils worked well, put a 
great deal of effort towards 
the tasks and clearly enjoyed 
the opportunity to mix with 
pupils from other schools.  
 

On the day, pupils were given 
a tour of the stadium and took 
part in different activities 
around the stadium.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Pupils managed to apply their 
maths skills to the tasks and, 
by the end of the day, 
managed to scoop some of 
the prizes available. 
 
 
 
Parent Governor Elections
 24th June 2013 
 

Results from the recent 
Parent Governor Elections: 
Nomination received from one 
parent - Mrs Kelly Beeston. 
No other nominations were 
received. 
 

As per the Governor Services 
procedures - Mrs Kelly 
Beeston will be appointed as 
a Parent Governor for a term 
of office of four years from 
21st June, 2013. 
 

S Gould  
Head teacher 

 
 

 

 

Maths Challenge 

The UKMT Maths Challenges are lively, intriguing papers designed to 
stimulate interest in maths in large numbers of pupils. They are tests of 
reasoning and mental agility which can be taken without any special 
preparation or revision. The three levels cover the secondary school 
range, 11-18, and together they attract over 600,000 entries from over 
4500 schools and colleges. 
 

The papers contain 25 multiple-choice questions. Of these, the first 15 are 
more accessible whilst the final 10 provide more food for thought. Gold, 
silver and bronze certificates are awarded to 40% of participants, 
nationally, and the most successful participants at each level are invited to 
enter follow-on rounds. 
 

An example of a question:  
 
 
 
 
 

Answer - B 
 
Congratulations to all pupils who took part. The following pupils received a 
certificate: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Primary Maths Day 

 

36 gifted and talented mathematicians from a variety of primary 
schools attended Sir Thomas Boughey High school to take part in a Maths 
Challenge day.  The day consisted of a variety of puzzles and problems 
for the pupils to solve. They worked in mixed teams and helped to improve 
their mathematical skills such as dexterity, solving problems, team work 
and communication.  
 
The staff involved were Kate Dale, STB and Staffordshire University, and 
Andy Snape and Lucy Nevitt, both from Newcastle college. Also pupils 
from Year 9 (STB) and Year 12 (from Newcastle under Lyme College) 
helped throughout the day. The following primary schools attended: 
 

Bursley 
Silverdale 
St Chad‟s 

Wood Lane 
Richard Heathcote 

Bradwell 
 
 
 

Bronze 
 

Jasmine Smith Lachlan Goodridge 
Niamh Hartless  Alicia Meakin 
Jessica Potts  Samuel Thorley 
Max Jeffries  Chelsey White 
Sophie Barlow Evie Holt 
Josh Howe-Jones Witold Malkowski 
Ella Myatt   

 

Silver 
 

Brad Copestick 
Ben Carter 

Jack Benson 
 

 



 
 

History Update 
 

This term has been a hive of activity within the History Department. Once 
again our pupils have amazed staff with their artistic and creative flare.  
 
Our Year 8 history groups have enjoyed our recent study of the North West 
Coast Indians, as part of our Native American Indian topic. Pupils have 
examined the lifestyle of specific tribes, focusing on family, food, religion, 
technology and culture. Pupils have created their own masks and totem 
poles as part of an enquiry based homework task. Pupils have included 
their chosen moieties (social groups) to appear on their work. These are 
often animals such as ravens, eagles and whales!   
 

Our Year 7 groups have eagerly awaited the study of castles as part of our 
Medieval Realms topic.  This popular project sees our pupils adopt the role 
of Castle Builders; they design, build, and present their work. The 
department this year has had a vast array of Motte and Bailey and Stone 
Keep Castles, made from a variety of materials: cardboard, clay, wood, 
stone and even cake!  All pupils are to be congratulated upon their efforts; 
they have done themselves proud!  Well done to all. 

Miss Adams  
Head of History 

 

All of the year 7 and 8 work can be seen on the history area gallery on the 
school‟s website.     

 

British Cycling Course  
 

British Cycling West Midlands Coach, Louise Day, coached some Year 8, 
9 and 10 pupils in cycling techniques for six weeks during their P.E. 
lessons. The pupils were taught many different disciplines in cycling and 
used some custom made, brand new Pinarello bikes. They all started with 
a couple of sessions on the yard, learning how to corner like Chris Hoy, as 
well as other track skills. Then the group went onto the grass and 
developed their Mountain Bike skills, including going up and down the 
cross country course hills, which was very challenging for some.  In the last 
week, the pupils were treated to riding on some Pinarello BMX bikes and 
learned how to start a BMX race, as well as some tricks.  
 
The pupils really enjoyed the course and some have now gone on to try 
cycling at the Lyme Valley velodrome, as well as join the local club, Lyme 
RC. I am hoping to get Louise back into school next year, so some other 
pupils will be able to have a go. In addition, there will be some more 
cycling opportunities at school through extra curricular activities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Attendance 
Heroes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This term‟s attendance heroes 
are Mrs Goodwin‟s tutor group 
- 9HG.  
 
They have achieved fantastic 
attendance throughout the 
year, averaging 96.7% for the 
whole year.  
 
As well as this, they have 
managed to be the top tutor 
group for the last two half 
terms, beating every other 
tutor group in the school. 
Within their year group, they 
have been the best attending 
tutor group on twelve different 
weeks.  
 
When questioned about their 
excellent tutor group 
attendance, this is what 
members of 9HG said: 
 
Ella Hammersley: “We value 
our education.” 
 
Patrick Jamieson: “We like to 
see our friends in tutor.” 
Well done 9HG. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

  Computer Challenge 
 

Former  pupil, James Phillips, is studying Computing and ICT at Newcastle 
College. As part of his course he has come back to STB for two weeks‟ 
work experience. James invited two groups of Year 7 pupils to take on „The 
Computer Challenge‟. On Tuesday lunchtime, the pupils watched Mr 
Phillips reassemble a computer whilst making notes about the components 
and assembly structure. On Wednesday, they arrived at lunchtime, eager 
to compete, and two teams re-assembled the computer unaided. The two 
teams „Tripple Trouble‟ and „DaJ‟s‟ did a fantastic job of identifying the 
components and putting the computer together; they worked efficiently, 
assigning different jobs to different team members.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
„Triple Trouble crossed the finish line first with a time of 23 minutes, 
beating Mr Phillips time when he did this challenge as a pupil two years 
ago. „DaJ‟s‟ had a bit of trouble with cables but got there in the end. Well 
done to all the pupils who took part. 

Mrs Steventon 
ICT and Business Studies Department 

 
Junior and Senior Northwood 

A large number of pupils competed in the annual district athletics 
championships at Northwood stadium this term. As always, the standard of 
behaviour from our pupils was exceptional and a number of pupils 
achieved personal best times and distances. As a school, we had a 
number of pupils qualify to represent the district at the County Athletics 
Championships which is a great achievement. Congratulations must go to 
Megan Jones who came third in the javelin at the County Athletics Meeting 
and will now go onto represent Staffordshire against the best athletes from 
Shropshire.   
 
Pupils who qualified to represent the district at the County Athletics event 
were: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

E-safety Committee 
 
 
The school is planning to form 
a committee to review and 
monitor e-safety. We would 
like this group to include 
pupils, parents, staff and 
governors.  
 
This group will help to ensure 
the whole school community 
is aware of the risks and 
advantages of modern 
communication technologies. 
 
If you would be interested in 
joining this committee then e-
mail esafety@stb.coop and let 
us know. 

 
HOLIDAY REQUESTS 

UPDATE 
 
Amendments have been 
made to the 2006 regulations 
in the Education Regulations 
2013. 
 
Amendments to the 2006 
regulations make it clear that 
head teachers may not grant 
any leave of absence during 
term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances.  
 
This means that holidays 
during term time will not be 
permitted and will be marked 
as unauthorised on the 
schools register.  
 
This new legislation will come 
into place from the 1st 
September 2013. 
 
If you require any further 
information please contact 
Miss Wainwright at school. 
 
 

 

Year 9 Boys 
Joshua Fox – 800m 
Miles Edie – 800m 

Lewis Brookes – 400m 
Thomas Mason – Discus 

 

Year 8 Boys 
Alex Hollins – 200m 

William Axon – Javelin 

Morgan Fox – 100m & Long Jump 
Ryan Chapman – 300m 

 
 

 

Year 8 Girls 
Emmie Shaw-Peake – Hurdles 

 
Year 7 Boys 

Luke Wakefield – 100m 
Luke Campbell – 200m 

 

Year 7 Girls 
Megan Jones – Javelin &     

Shot Putt 

 

mailto:esafety@stb.coop


 
 

 

                 Ey up duck! 
 
Ey up duck! Recently, Science was invaded by nine ducklings (kindly 
borrowed from Mrs Westrupp, the Science technician) so that Year 7 pupils 
and Science Club members could investigate the growth rate of a delicate 
organism.  
 

The eggs were incubated and hatched in room 26. A webcam was set up 
so that pupils could watch the ducklings‟ development in their own time, 
though they did become a fascination for a range of people including 
visitors, cleaners, teaching staff, ex-pupils and current pupils, who all 
wanted to have a look at them (as well as come for the off chance to hold 
one). Whilst they were a great attraction, they were a smelly bunch; most 
days room 26 smelt like a farm, which didn‟t please all who had the 
pleasure of teaching or learning in that room.  
 

Room 26 is 8HB‟s tutor room. They loved seeing them during registration 
time but have not missed the smell since their departure! In order to help 
identify the ducklings, we initially painted the ducklings nails with different 
coloured nail varnish (with the help of warm-handed Morgan Butler) but 
most had come off by the morning, so photographic identification, as well 
as web and head markings were used instead.  
 
Both Science Club and Year 7 pupils weighed the ducklings and measured 
their height. Pupils used a range of scientific investigative skills during this 
project, including using this data to plot graphs in order to analyse the 
ducklings‟ growth. Science club students were put on a rota to change their 
water, feed them and clean them out but they were rewarded by testing 
which foods they preferred in a choice chamber investigation.  
 

This was a very egg-citing venture that captivated pupils whilst also 
challenging some of their misconceptions about Science education. Pupils 
were very fortunate to have such an egg-cellent opportunity. Since leaving, 
the ducklings have gone to a farm (no not that kind of farm… an actual 
one!). They will continue to thrive as part of Mrs Westrupp‟s flock to be her 
egg layers for next year. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Bikeability Level 3 
Training 

 

23 pupils from Years 7, 8 
and 9 took part in a 
Bikeability training day.  
This is a national scheme 
funded by the Department 
for Transport and provided 
through Staffordshire 
County Council for 
secondary school pupils, 
through Cyclist Training Ltd. 
 
The pupils were given bikes 
and helmets to use whilst 
learning the skills to tackle a 
wide variety of challenging 
traffic situations, including 
useing complex junctions and 
multilane roads, around the 
local area.  All pupils achieved 
the standard and were 
awarded with a Bikeability 
Level 3 badge and certificate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to: Jack Mayer, Kim 
Clarke, Ryan Machin, Emily 
Humphries, Josh Fox, Kyle 
Vernon, Megan Perry, 
Charlotte Fone, Charles 
Taylor, Rebecca Colley, 
Bradley Heath, Josh Howe -
Jones, George Finlay, Morgan 
Fox, Will Axon, Sophie 
Barlow, Harry Ash, Morgan 
Spruce, Sam Handley, Liam 
Booth, Aaron Dodd, Josh 
Eggerton and Rebecca 
Minton. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

A total of 160 pupils, from four primary schools, took part in the festival, 
which is held at STB every summer.  The festival is the final activity that 
the STB pupils on a Junior Football Leaders course have to complete.  The 
fifteen Year 10 pupils had already delivered football coaching sessions to 
the pupils at five different primary schools to prepare them for the festival. 
Five teams of seven-a-side played in the competitive league, with three 
qualified STB referees: Ben Green, Joe Finney and Jeff Jolley.  Eighteen 
teams of five-a-side played in three separate friendly leagues, with the 
Year 10 pupils refereeing. The pupils played with excellent effort and 
enthusiasm, despite the bursts of torrential rain throughout the morning. 
 

Results: 
 

Competitive League -  Winners  St Chad‟s Reds 
 

Stoke City League   - Joint Winners Richard Heathcote Rangers 
Ravensmead Town  

 

Port Vale League     -  Winners Wood Lane United 
 

Crewe Alex League -  Winners Ravensmead United 
 

Every pupil received a certificate of attendance.  Prizes were awarded for 
good sportsmanship, football skills or a positive attitude – one player from 
each team was nominated by the Junior Football leaders. The prizes 
included 2012 Olympic mascots, caps and wristbands and England flags. 
 

Mrs O‟Neill would like to thank Mr Matthews and Mr Ponsford for their help 
on the day and also the Year 10 pupils, who worked very well in setting up 
the event and demonstrated their great leadership skills on the day. Well 
done to: Aaron Ramsdale, Kate Palmer, Thomas Parr, Jeff Jolley, Joe 
Bannister, Joe Finney, Daniel Taylor, Elliot Taylor, Henry Thirlwall, Caitlin 
Melvin, Zoe Harriman, Ben Green and Matt Hancock. 
 

 

The event was also covered by The Sentinel newspaper with a photograph 
and a write up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a Catch! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Footballers    
2012-2013 Season 

 
The Year 10 Football Squad 
has had an extremely 
successful year. The school 
entered two teams into the 
seven-a-side district 
tournament, and they both 
met in the final which went to 
penalties, highlighting the 
similarities between the two 
teams. 
 
In the eleven-a-side district 
league, we won every match, 
and a pleasing aspect was, as 
well as the style of football, 
how many players were 
involved. The squad you can 
see below, but we were 
without our academy players 
(Aaron Ramsdale - Bolton, 
Oliver Finney - Crewe) for a 
number of games and, 
although they are extremely 
talented individuals, it gave 
other players the opportunity 
to display their own talents.  
 
A fantastic achievement for 
the players and the prospects 
look good for next year, with 
the main focus being the 
Sentinel Cup. The squad is: 

 
Joe Finney (c) 

Joe Bannister (vc) 
Jeff Jolley 
Dan Taylor 
Ben Green 

Marcus Shaw 
Tom Parr 
Tom Lloyd 
Elliot Taylor 
Ashley Lowe 

Ryan Williamson 
Owen Howard 
Matt Hancock 
Elliot Spooner 
Henry Thirlwall 

Matt Colley 
Oliver Finney 

Aaron Ramsdale 

 
 
 
 

 

 

As a result of this, Georgia has now been 
sponsored by the Mad Baits Company. This 
gives Georgia benefits like clothing, 
accessories and the access to exclusive 
fishing zones.   
 

Georgia said, “I feel lucky to have the 
opportunity to fish with professionals and work 
with this exciting company”. 
 

 

Year 8 pupil, Georgia Brookes, has always been a keen angler. Until 
recently, her personal best catch was a 13lb Carp. Recently, at a night 
fishing event at Cudmore Fisheries near Keele, Georgia caught a little 
more than she expected - she caught and reeled in a 40lb catfish, 
making that her new personal best.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

House Captains 
We have four houses at Sir Thomas Boughey: Vernon, Craig, Heathcote 
and Wilbraham. Each house elects two House Captains. 
 

This year‟s House Captains are: 

 

Stafford Castle 
 
On Monday 1st July, 54 Year 9 
pupils set forth on a visit to 
Stafford Castle to watch a 
performance of 
Shakespeare‟s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. As part of the 
Key Stage Three syllabus, 
Year Nine study a play by 
Shakespeare so this was a 
great opportunity for them to 
watch a live performance at 
an authentic open-air venue. 
 
We arrived in plenty of time 
for the matinee performance, 
so were able to relax on the 
grass beforehand and enjoy 
the beautiful weather 
(thankfully the rain held off 
until we got home). 
 
The aim of the visit was to aid 
pupils in their understanding 
of Shakespearean drama. 
Pupils were amazed to find 
the fun element to 
Shakespeare and were 
transfixed by the highly 
amusing and interesting 
performance. 
 
Beth Gilbert said: “I enjoyed 
watching the play, as it was 
well presented and I liked the 
storyline. The effects were 
very good, especially the 
costumes and the music.” 
Chloe Wilkinson agreed, 
saying: “My favourite part of 
the trip was the whole 
performance because it was 
entertaining.” 
 
We arrived back at school at 
6pm, having thoroughly 
enjoyed the visit. Thank you to 
Mr Lythall, Mr Taylor and Mrs 
Green for accompanying the 
pupils on the trip.  
 

Miss Burns 
English Department 

 
 

 
 
 

A great British Sportsday, soaked to the 
skin: “We carried on.” 
Y10 Boys 

Although an eagerly 
anticipated event, Sports Day 
was unfortunately hit by 
persistent rain during the 
afternoon.  

This, however, failed to dampen the spirits of 
the pupils participating and supporting their 
peers and individual houses.  

Heathcote went into the afternoon leading the 
points table, following the pre-sports day 
 
 
 

Junior Boy – Joshua Fox 
Junior Girl -  Lauren Walters 
Senior Boy – Daniel Taylor 

Senior Girl – Alice Shaw-Peake 

events, and were confident that they could maintain their lead. In a 
number of tightly contested events, the points were calculated and 
Heathcote were indeed crowned Sports Day Champions. 

Vernon 
Caitlin Melvin 
Daniel Taylor 

 

Craig 
Zoe Harriman 

Jeff Jolley 

 

Heathcote 
Alice Shaw-Peake 
Aaron Ramsdale 

 

Wilbraham 
Thomas Parr 
Kate Palmer 

 
 



Chance2Dance  
In June, Year 8 pupil, Stephen 
Clarkson, auditioned to join 
performance dance group, the 
All Stars. This group performs 
in many locations throughout 
Europe. This year Stephen 
will be joining the group in 
Blackpool to perform a 
famous dance from the 
musical When You’re an 
Addams. Next year, he will be 
travelling to Paris to dance. 
Well done Stephen! 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let’s do more 

 
During PSHE, Year 7 pupils 
took part in a poster 
competition, run by Newcastle 
Borough Council, to raise 
awareness of litter and 
recycling. We are delighted to 
announce that Megan Jones 
and Daesha Reid in 7RC 
came third. As a result, they 
had their poster professionally 
published as well as a tour 
around Brookes Printers.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Britannia Stadium Big Event 
 

 
 

On Sunday 2nd June, at the Britannia Stadium Big Event, Aeris Finney, 
Caitlin O‟Sullivan and Megan Perry, along with their dance crew, Paradox, 
which is based at Fahrenheit Dance Studio in Fenton, took part in a dance 
competition. Also competing were several other street dance crews, break 
dancers, Irish dancers and a performance dance team. Paradox were 
awarded first place and were crowned The Big Event Dance Group of 
2013. They also received a cheque for £250. 
 

The main event of the day was a football match between a team of ex 
Stoke City footballers and a team of celebrities including stars from 
Coronation Street, Emmerdale, Hollyoaks and other TV dramas. The 
crowd were also entertained by many local bands and singers. 
 

The top four dance groups were able to perform again prior to the ultimate 
performance of the day. The crowd went wild when boy band JLS 
performed some of their hit songs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Britain in Bloom Painting Competition 
 

Three pupils from Sir Thomas Boughey  gained success in the local art 
competition, sponsored by Newcastle Borough Council. The prize winners 
in the senior section attended the awards ceremony at Keele University in 
June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A great day was had by all. Well done 
girls, I suppose your claim to fame now is 
that you performed on the same stage as 
JLS.  
Their performance can be found on 
YouTube – Fahrenheit Paradox. 
Britannia Stadium Big Event. 

 

        1
st
  prize: Paige Carter    2

nd
 prize: Rebecca Babb  3

rd
 prize: Charlotte Prince 

 

 

On the 6th July, Aeris Finney, Megan Rushton, 
Pippa Hamnett, Caitlin O'Sullivan and Megan 
Perry (crew name - Evolution) represented Sir 
Thomas Boughey High School in the final of the 
UDO National Schools Street Dance 
Championships, 2013 at the Opera House in 
Blackpool. 
 

There were 18 teams competing in the category 
of years 7, 8 and 9 and they were awarded 
second place. Well done girls. 
 

Aeris also won a competition run by the UDO to 
meet and greet the acts who were appearing 
during the day and all the girls in Evolution took 
part in this. 

 

UDO Street 

Dance 2013 



 

  Leavers Dinner     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

            

                                       Where are they now? 
 
 
 

Another title 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ryan says: “I moved into university accommodation from the start 
of September (around the 8th), and it didn't take that long to settle in. The 
first few weeks involved 'Welcome' activities that were centred on getting 
everyone used to the University and its facilities.  
 
This was a very fun time, which I thoroughly enjoyed, and from there on I 
started to gather many new friends, both from my course and the halls 
where I lived. From this experience, I was looking forward to starting my 
course and university life in general, and from then onwards I have never 
looked back.  
 
The course I have chosen, so far has been brilliant as I have gained a lot 
of knowledge from it, while studying some of the areas I am vastly 
interested in, and also venturing into areas I wouldn't have 
otherwise studied, with one of these being programming in Java, which 
was, although difficult at times, interesting at the same time.  
 
My studies haven't been only thing that add to a very enjoyable and 
prosperous University Experience, there is of course the student life too! 
There have been quite a few nights out in the town itself or going to the 
Student Union's entertainment nights, which so far have been brilliant!  
 
The university and its facilities never fail to amaze me. Overall, I absolutely 
love University.”  

 

 

English Literature Evening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

. 
 

 
 

PRINCE’S TRUST TRIP 
On Friday 28th and Saturday 
29th June, the Year 10 
Prince‟s Trust group 
(accompanied by Mr Taylor 
and Miss Wainwright) 
undertook an overnight 
survival expedition run by 
Christian Fox of Outdoor 
Wisdom and Learning (OWL). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pupils had already 
completed a number of 
sessions on shelter building 
and fire-lighting earlier in the 
year, and this trip was 
designed to put those skills to 
good use. Apart from a 
sleeping bag and change of 
clothes, pupils had supplies of 
one bottle of water, a tin of 
soup and a bar of chocolate. 

 

Despite the cold and wet 
conditions, the pupils all did 
brilliantly in coping with the 
task.  They collected firewood 
and constructed shelters from 
some plastic sheeting, ropes 
and bracken.  The pupils soon 
realised that wet wood gives 
off a lot of smoke! 
 

The evening meal of turkey 
and sweetcorn, cooked on the 
fire, was greatly received. 
After an uneventful evening of 
snoring, pupils awoke and 
cleared away their camp, 
leaving, to the naked eye, no 
trace of their passing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a fantastic overnight 
trip that was made successful 
by the teamwork and 
determination of the pupils. 

 

 

Ryan Thorpe 
 

Ryan left us in 2010 and went on to study ICT at 
Newcastle College. Ryan gained the equivalent 
of 3A*s at A Level and went on to Staffordshire 
University where he is studying Web 
Development. 

 

Year 10 English Literature students 
enjoyed an evening to celebrate pieces of 
writing that that they have found 
inspirational and meaningful over the 
course of this academic year. 

 

In front of an appreciative audience, pupils 
read a range of texts from Seamus 
Heaney to Robert Frost and some pieces 
of their own composition.  The pupils 
performed with great confidence and style 
and their efforts were appreciated by all.  
Given the response of the audience, pupils 
are already beginning to plan their pieces 
for next year‟s recital! 

 



 

                 Drama Club 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 

Friday 19th July   ~   School closes for  
Summer Break 

 
August 22nd         ~          GCSE Results 
 
September 2nd     ~    Staff Training Day, 

 school closed to all pupils 
 
September 3rd    ~    School re-opens to 

 pupils 
 
September 19th ~Year 6 Open Evening 
 
October 17th        ~Year 7 Clinic Evening 
 
October 24th      ~              KS5 Evening 
 
October 28th - Nov 1st        ~     Half Term  

 

Where have 36 years gone? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By the November of 1987, Hannah was four and I was on 
maternity leave having just had Nick. He was just a week old 
when I was contacted about a new post of Head of Geography at 
Sir Thomas Boughey. Never one to do things in a straightforward 
way, I accepted the job at interview, and so had two people doing 
my maternity cover.  
 

Between the Christmas and Easter, I came in to teach the GCSE 
geography classes, and started fully in April 1988. Sir Thomas 
Boughey was physically the same size, except for the Maths 
Block, but had just 375 pupils. There were just 32 staff, including 
Mr Gould as Head of PE and Mr Walwyn. Since then, I have been 
a Head of Year, Head of the Upper School, and more recently I 
have been found, not in the Geography Department, but in the 
Food room, having a full head of steam teaching Food and 
Catering. 
 

I leave teaching with wonderful memories of characters that I 
have had the privilege to teach, many of whom have since sent 
their own children here. Now, I hope to have time to develop the 
„Past Pupils‟ area of our school website alongside  my role as part 
time Exams Secretary, and also be available more often for 
Grandparent duties. 
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Since March this year, 25 pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 have been 
participating in a Drama Club every Thursday after school. Pupils 
have played Drama games; prepared improvisations; worked with 
scripts and developed performances.  
 

All pupils were keen to perform and it was pleasing to see so many 
pupils being enthusiastic and growing in confidence as the weeks 
progressed. For the last Drama club in July, Miss Collings and Mr 
Kerr set up a crime scene in Room 3.  
 

Pupils were asked to develop a response to the crime scene, 
thinking about what they thought had happened to the victim. 
Performances included a scene where the police destroyed 
evidence; somebody cheating at a game of cards; a police interview 
and a Crimewatch programme. Pupils‟ performances were 
intelligent, thought-provoking and entertaining.  
 

Well done to everyone who took part.  
 

I can not believe that I am „retiring‟! It seems like 
only yesterday that I was training to teach 
geography, not far from here, in Crewe. After that 
I moved to St Helens, working at Cowley High for 
four years. Having got engaged to a „Potter‟, I 
moved to teach maths and geography at Edensor 
High School. Within two terms I moved on to a 
Geography post at Maryhill, in Kidsgrove, for 
eight years.  
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