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The whole school has 
participated in a wide range 
of events since September. 

Probably most importantly, our 
Year 7 have made a successful 
transition from primary school 
and settled in extremely 
well. It seems as if they have 
always been part of our school 
community.

Our Head Boy, Head Girl and 
their deputies have taken on 
the challenge of their role and 
have represented the school 
in the local community on 
numerous occasions including 
the Remembrance Day service 
where they laid wreaths on 
the school’s behalf. They also 
delivered speeches at the open 
evening for our prospective 
pupils and their parents who 
could not have failed to be 
impressed by them as role 
models of the school. Our 
Awards Evening celebrated 
the success of last year’s Year 
11 and their excellent GCSE 
results as well the successes of 

our current pupils across the 
curriculum. The evening was 
enjoyable and a number of our 
guests commented on the well 
rounded young people that 
were in evidence that night. Our 
ex-Year 11 are so used to formal 
occasions such as this that they 
needed very little organising!

A number of our current Year 
11 participated in a trip to the 
House of Commons where they 
were quite happy to air their 
political views before being 

silenced by the ceramic poppy 
installation at the Tower of 
London. These are just some of 
the events that have taken place 
this term, reminding us all that 
school is about so much more 
than five lessons a day!

There is much more to look 
forward to in the build up to 
Christmas too.

I hope you all enjoy a restful 
Christmas break and return in 
the New Year ready for another 
packed term.

This term has been packed with activity and it 
doesn’t seem possible that Christmas is just around 
the corner!

Mrs Robbins - Head of Pastoral
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Ceramic poppy installation at the Tower of London



It concerns information about 
our school which will be 
contained in the forthcoming 

Schools’ League Tables based on 
GCSE results for 2014.

Last year, our cohort of pupils 
performed extremely well and 
the results for individual students 
and subject areas were very good 
– especially as we only enter our 
pupils for GCSE exams rather 
than equivalent qualifications. We 
also steer clear of multiple-entries 
requiring pupils to re-sit exams 
over and over again.

Below is a summary of the 
achievements of our pupils:

69% Achieved 5 or more grades A*-C

53% Achieved 5 or more grades 
A*-C (Including English & Maths)

Results in Core Subjects:
Science 60% achieved two grades 

A* to C

English 61% achieved grades A* to C

English Literature 80% achieved 
grades A* to C

Maths 69% achieved grades A* to C

ICT 100% achieved grades A* to C

Also: 
97% achieved A*-C in Biology 

97% achieved A*-C in Physics

97% achieved A*-C in Chemistry

65% achieved A*-C in Art

70% achieved A*-C in German

89% achieved A*-C in Drama

89% achieved A*-C in Music

78% achieved A*-C in Sports Studies

79% achieved A*-C in  
Health & Social Care

72% achieved A* - C in Geography

English results were down on 
previous years’ results, but 
we were affected in the first 
instance by the “volatility” of 
the English results which was 
so widely publicised in the 
press over the summer which 
included the removal of the 
Speaking and Listening element 
and adjustments to grade 
boundaries. However the figure 
of 61% was still in line with 
county and national figures.

New rules affecting English 
Literature and combined 
English courses mean that the 
results that the 30 pupils who 
took English Literature could 
not count as part of our 5 A*-C 
figures due to a slight overlap in 
the content of the courses.                                                                                                                

The DfE also announced 
that only a pupil’s first entry 
would count in their school’s 
performance tables - a rule 
introduced in order to stop 
schools entering pupils at KS4 for 
many re-sits in the same subject 
in order to boost league table 
figures. This rule did not appear 
to affect our pupils as they were 
all taking their exams for the first 
time in the summer.

However, the GCSE timetable 
meant that the English Literature 
exam fell four school days 
before the English exam. The 
effect of this was that they have 
been judged to have taken their 
Literature exam first thus wiping 
their English results out of the 
school’s league table figures. This 
bureaucratic rule has reduced 
the reported overall school 
figure by 12% - which is not a 
true reflection of what the pupils 
actually achieved.

Fortunately, the pupils’ individual 
results are not affected by this 
ruling. They are now settled 
into their respective college 
courses and starting to make the 
excellent progress that their five 
years with us has equipped them 
for. However, you as parents may 
have found yourselves surprised 
by the false impression created 
by the data in the league tables, 
which I hope this summary has 
gone some way to explain. 

We have made the necessary 
adjustments for the current 
Year 11 pupils as the DfE have 
insisted that they will again 
apply the same rule for the 
summer of 2015.

Visit our  
Website 

Galleries!
Whenever you see this icon 
in the newsletter, you can 

visit our website to see 
more (and bigger!) photos 

of the event. 

Just go to:

 www.stb.coop/home/
gallery.html 

Please note: 
some galleries are located 
within their subject areas.

3

A picture doesn’t always tell the right story.  
I have recently received a letter from the Rt Hon  
David Laws MP – Minister of State for Schools...

Mr Gould - Head Teacher



Year 7 are now fully-fledged 
members of the STB 
community and have been 

totally active in everything that is 
going on. 

From the very beginning, they’ve 
impressed with the number who 
are eager to participate in the 
everyday life of the school; the 
school was full of Year 7 pupils 
on the Year 6 Open Evening, 
PE’s Tutor Challenge and Music’s 
Harmonize choir have proved 
popular and the sports teams are 
filling up fast.  In addition, pupils 
have enjoyed a cross-curricular 
Languages Day to celebrate the 
European Day of Languages. 

Furthermore, the school also 
held its first Christmas Fayre last 
month, where four of the Year 7 
tutor groups had stalls with all 
manner of goods for sale and 
games to play.  All of the money 
raised from these stalls then 
went on to purchase gifts for the 
Operation Christmas Child or the 
Salvation Army Toy Appeal.  

Currently, all of the Year 7 
forms are busy preparing 
for their annual Christmas 
Concert performance 
on Wednesday 17th 
December. Make sure 
you come along to join 
in with the carol-singing 
and Christmas cheer!  

Although most groups 
have thought up some 
wonderfully creative and 
fun themes, there will be a 
serious undertone to finish 
the evening, with 7JK detailing the 
events of the Christmas Day truce.  
Be ready with your loose change, 
as to tie in with the theme, 
they will be 
raising money 
for Help for 
Heroes and the 
British Legion.

That leaves me 
to wish you 
all a Happy 
Christmas and 
a great  
New Year.

We are now almost a full term into the academic 
year and, I have to admit, what a busy term this  
has been...

Mr Rigby - Head of Year 7

Languages Day

H
arvest Assembly

Christmas Fayre

Parents as Partners

This term we would like to share with you some of the comments made by our Award’s Evening 
Speaker, Miss Kate Smith. She left Sir Thomas Boughey 10 years ago and is now a barrister at law. In 
her speech, she referred to her parents and their support. 

“What I will say to the parents here tonight though more than anything else, parents can make the biggest 
of differences. I did not come from a background of barristers, soilicters, lawyers and judges, unlike most of 
the people I went to university with. I was bought up in Halmer End where my mum, grandparents and great 
grand parents had been brought up, where my granddad worked as a joiner and my grandma as a cook at this 
school and my great granddad was a miner at the Minnie Pit.”

“I did not come from a typical barrister background. But what my parents did give me was their unfailing love and 
support; support that I could never have dreamt of and which has been the bedrock of who I am and what I have 
achieved. Without them, there would be no wig and gown and no barrister Kate.”

“That is the difference that you, as parents, can make.”

As a parent myself, I feel humbled by these words of wisdom. Please support your children as Kate’s 
parents supported her as she spent her formative years in education at Sir Thomas Boughey.4
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On the evening of the 20th of November 
2014, we held our annual Awards Evening. 
This year, over five hundred pupils, 

ex-pupils,parents, guests, governors and staff 
attended, the hall was full.

As is traditional, the evening started with recognising 
the attendance achievements of past and present 
students. We awarded those with 100% attendance 
for the year, and from last year’s Y11, those three 
dedicated students who managed to achieve 100% 
attendance for all five years of their time at Sir 
Thomas Boughey a remarkable achievement if you 
think about it; they did not miss a single day in five 
years, a fact they will proudly state on any future 
application form. After all you have to be here to 
learn and the more you learn the more you earn.

We then moved on to recognise those pupils 
who have been chosen by subject areas, here we 
recognise those pupils who go above and beyond 
in some aspect of the academic life of the school. 
These awards are sponsored by a range of past 
staff, governors, local businesses and “friends of 
the school,” who have endowed the awards made 
in their name.

After the subject awards we moved to the cross-
curricular themed prizes, recognising the efforts 
that some pupils make across a variety of subjects 
and areas that enhance school life. This year, a new 
award was made for those pupils who had worked 
with KMF, a local engineering company, to design, 
build and race an electrically powered car.

We also celebrate the success of our sporting 
teams. We are a relatively small school but we have 
been David to several Goliaths in netball, football 
(both boys and girls) and cricket.

We distribute the certificates that show 
the success of Year 11 of 2014. Each pupil’s 
achievements are listed in the programme and 
A*/A grades are highlighted, it was good to see 
so many of our ex-pupils proudly clutching their 
certifictates and awards, surrounded by their 
friends and family.

Our speaker for the evening was Miss Kate 
Smith, a barrister at law and an ex-pupil of the 
school. Her speech was truly inspirational. She 
left Sir Thomas Boughey just over ten years ago 
and in that short time has gone on to achieve 
as she says the “wig and gown,” of her dreams. 
Her speech began with a quotation,” Who you 
are tomorrow begins with what you do today.” 
She went on to explain how the school and her 
parents had enabled her dreams to come true. 
As she said herself, she did not come from a 
traditional law background but from Halmer End. 
In her final comments she stated, “I wouldn’t 
trade all the private schools in the world for what 
Sir Thomas Boughey has done for me...make the 
most of everything this school has to offer you...
make your time here count and remember that 
whatever you want to do in the future starts with 
what you do today.”

Everyone is invited to Awards Evening, current 
Year 11 will be invited to collect their exam 
certificates, but everyone is invited to attend to 
collect a 100% attendance certificate or an award 
recognising their effort or commitment, all you 
have to do is earn it. See you there next year?

Photographs and a full copy of Miss Smith’s  
speech are on our website.

Awards Evening 2014
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S P O R T S  R E P O R T

County Cup: STB vs Madeley
STB played against Madeley away on Thursday 6th November in the County Cup.  
STB dominated possession from the kick off and had 3 or 4 close chances that 
the Madeley goalkeeper made great saves from.  Abbie Rathbone and Charlie 
Awde continued to threaten up front and Charlie scored a great looping shot 
to make the score 1-0.  Abbie Rathbone scored a second which was well deserved following a number 
of positive forward runs.  Against the run of play, Madeley scored one back with a deflected shot to make the 
score 2-1 at half time.

In the second half, both teams defended well and chances were few and far between.  Then with the 
light almost gone from the sky, Madeley pounced on a loose ball and Evie Holt had to make 2 
excellent saves to keep STB in the lead.  In the last minute, Charlie Awde made the victory safe 
with another great shot.  Well done to all players who are now in the quarter finals of the cup.

Team: Evie Holt, Abbi Roberts, Caitlin O’Sullivan, Beth Askey (c) , Meg Hall, Libby Fallows, 
Tilly Jones, Charlie Awde, Abbie Rathbone, Jade Thornhill (vice captain).

Primary Netball Festival Years 3 & 4

On Friday 14th November, STB organised a Primary Netball festival for six primary schools. This was 
the culmination of training sessions held at each primary school by the STB Young Netball Leaders 
from Years 10 and 11. Pupils learnt how to pass, receive, dodge and play as a team attacking to a 

line. Two teams of four players from the primary schools were invited to play in the festival. After a warm 
up led by the leaders, the festival got under way with three separate leagues.

League 1 – Wood Lane Reds, Ravensmead Blues, St Chad’s Greens, Crackley Bank Yellows.
Ravensmead Blues were the undefeated winners with 9 points.

League 2 – Wood Lane Blues, Richard Heathcote Oranges, Bursley Reds and Crackley Bank Greens.
Bursley Reds were winners on goal difference, with Wood Lane Blues finishing on the same 7 points.

League 3 – St Chad’s Blues, Ravensmead Reds, Richard Heathcote Greens, Bursley Oranges.
Bursley Oranges were the undefeated winners with 9 points.

After the festival, there was time for a shooting competition, Wood Lane were victorious with 26 points and 
they each won a Team GB prize.

12 pupils (1 from each team) were awarded player of their team and choose a cap, water bottle, wristband or ball 
as a prize. These pupils were chosen by the leaders due to their enthusiasm and effort throughout the morning.

Mrs O’Neill would like to thank the leaders for all their hard work leading up to the festival and on the actual day. 

Well done to: Katie Glover, Jade Thornhill,  Abbie Rathbone, Maria Richardson, Grace Machin, Abbi 
Roberts, Lauren Cotterill, Beth Chadwick, Tilly Jones, Abigail Harris, Rebecca Ferns and 
Megan Rushton.

U16 Girls 
Football



Newcastle District Cross Country Results 2014
STB entered the District cross country races this year and hosted one event.  Individuals had to compete in 
3 out of the 4 races to get an overall final position. Well done to the following:

Year 7 Year 8 Year 10/11
Lewis Howard 11th Jack Pitchford 12th Josh Fox 3rd

Jake Williams 18th Nathan Williams 22nd Morgan Fox 7th

Owain Cadman 22nd David Benton 26th Ben Jones 17th

Ben Bagguley 26th Lucas Jepson 27th Courtney Bridgwood 5th

James Cronie 27th Alexandra Cope 4th

Francesca Cope 8th Emily Greatbach 21st

Sir Thomas Boughey 2014-15 Football Results
CC - Cheshire Cup   ESFA - English Schools FA Cup   DL - District League   * - Failed to Play – Won by Default

Year 7

CC Blessed William H 9 - 1 STB Butler Jeffery

ESFA STB 1 – 0 * NCHS   

ESFA Thornleigh Salesian 7 – 1 STB Howard Degg

Year 8

ESFA Madeley Academy 3 – 1 STB Cotterill Tooth

CC King Edward VI 4 - 0 STB  Middleton

Year 9

ESFA STB 3 - 1 Biddulph Redman (2), Campbell (pen) Campbell

ESFA STB 10 - 0 NCHS Campbell (2), Snape, Redman (2), 
Key (2), Barlow, Hopwood, Bailey

Key

DL Chesterton  0 – 9 STB Barlow (4), Wakefield (3), Snape, Steele Wakefield

DL STB 8 – 0 Wolstanton Wakefield, Doorbar, Barlow (3), Hopwood (3) Wakefield

CC & ESFA Haywood 2 - 3 STB Hopwood, Snape, Wakefield Redman

DL Clayton 0 - 1 STB Steele Redman

ESFA STB 4 - 3 Blythe Bridge Wakefield, Campbell (2), Hopwood Wakefield

CC STB 4 – 1 Repton Callaghan, Barlow, Steele, Wakefield Key

ESFA Meole Brace 2 – 1 STB Redman Callaghan

Year 10

CC Graham Balfour 2 - 3 STB Thorley (2), R. Moss Thorley

ESFA Bishop Heber 1 - 0 STB  Cooper

CC Alleynes 1 – 0 STB Finlay

Year 11

CC STB 0 – 3 Biddulph  Sims

ESFA STB  1 - 4 St John Fisher  Cleverley Curley

DL SJF 6 – 0 STB  Harvey

DL STB 1 - 2 Wolstanton Cleverley Cleverley 7

Scorer(s) MoM



8

Harvest Festival

Harvest Festival is a tradition at STBHS and one which all the tutor groups get involved in. 
Each tutor group puts together a decorated box of produce. The produce is donated by 
pupils and pupils can nominate local people to receive a harvest box.  The harvest boxes 

are delivered to the community members by The Princes Trust pupils. The local charity, L.A.P, also 
distribute harvest boxes to elderly residents in the local community. 

Even today, when the majority of us no longer grow our own food, or 
produce food for others, we still celebrate harvest to acknowledge the 
importance of food to us all. In addition it is a time to reflect and also 
think of others not as fortunate as ourselves. 

Pupils from Richard Heathcote Primary School joined us for the 
assembly and also brought with them harvest boxes to be distributed. 

It was poignant that the wider community 
joined together to celebrate harvest. 

The School Council deliver a harvest 
assembly to the whole school. The 
theme this year was “Food as fuel”, 
helping us to realise the importance to 
us all of the food we eat.  We looked at how fortunate we are to 
be here in England, compared to some other countries round 
the world.

 The main assembly focus of the assembly was about the 
diet of the soldiers fighting in World War 1. We were 

humbled to learn how the soldiers fought battles on 
little food and also the logistical problems of feeding 
all the men on the frontline. 

We were amazed to learn that a total of 3,240,948 
tons of food was sent from Britain to the soldiers 
fighting in France and Belgium during the First 

World War. The British Army employed 300,000 field 
workers to cook and supply the food. The food was 

prepared in the field kitchens in the support trenches.  
The difficulties encountered feeding the soldiers highlighted to 

us the problems each soldier faced every day in the trenches. 

We all enjoyed the assembly and it certainly made us think about how 
we take food for granted at times. 

We all hope that Harvest Festival celebrations will still continue where communities like ours come 
together to celebrate the food we eat; remembering where our food comes from, the farmers who grow 
our food and, for those of us who are religious, we also thank God too.

Visit to Shakespeare Country

For the fifth consecutive 
year, the English 
Department arranged 

a visit to Shakespeare 
country - Stratford-upon-
Avon – this November. 
The majority of Year Eight 
pupils participated in the 
outing. Thanks, in part, to 
the dry, autumnal weather, 
the trip was informative 

and enjoyable for 
all participants. 

This year, we visited 
Anne Hathaway’s 
Cottage, Shakespeare’s 
Birthplace and Hall’s Croft. 
Pupils appreciated an 
opportunity to view the 
properties/ gardens and 
enhanced their knowledge 
of life during the Tudor 



I’m delighted to announce that Will Axon will represent 
the school, for the second year running, at the 
FutureChef Local Final in 2015. 

Six extremely organised and keen cooks took part in the 
School Heat on Tuesday morning. It was a calm, relaxed 
atmosphere and a pleasure to observe these students 
prepare, cook and serve these meals. We were fortunate 
that Peter Walters from Keele University was able to join 
us to judge the competition. 

This year, there was a lot of multicultural influence. We 
had Italian meatballs, Swedish meatballs in gravy, Spanish 
paella, Pad Thai, Jamaican Saltfish and Ackee and a French 
Chicken Forestiere dish.

Our 6 entrants made: Tom Bloor - Pad Thai; James Taylor 
Amos – Meatballs in gravy with Spaghetti; Will Axon – Chicken, chorizo and prawn paella; Arron Dodd - 
Meatballs and Spaghetti; Aliya Barnes - Saltfish and Ackee with rice; Nathan Williams - Chicken Forestiere.

Whilst all students were focused and prepared, serving their food on time, we were looking for a colourful, 
flavoursome dish. Peter Walters from Keele University was the judge of the competition. 

It was agreed that Will worked methodically, kept a clean work area and produced a well presented dish with 
an attractive garnish.

Will now has to spend the next two months preparing for the Local Final at Stoke-on-Trent College in January. 

Nathan Williams was chosen as Runner Up. We have received news that each school can take two students 
to the Local Final, so Nathan will join Will at Stoke on Trent College in January.

We wish them both good luck!

period. They were 
particularly thrilled to have 
a learning opportunity 
beyond the traditional 
classroom context; sharing 
the experience with their 
friends seemed to be 
valued by all. Hopefully, 
Year Eight’s love of English 
was enhanced by the trip. 
Thank you to all who took 
part and represented the 
school so admirably. 9

Will Axon

Arron Dodd

Aliya BarnesTom Bloor

James Taylor Amos Nathan Williams
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Year 7

Festive Fun at the Christmas Fayre

Thank you all for making our Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday 8th November 2014 a HUGE success. 
Although the weather was wet and windy, it did not deter 

the enthusiastic Christmas shoppers who turned out and were 
rewarded with an afternoon of festive fun!

68 children met Santa, who had almost lost his voice by the end 
of the afternoon, and the café served 104 afternoon teas!  10RL 
ran a car wash and, although the weather was against them, they 
soldiered on.

With the popularity of the Great British Bake Off, the raffle was eagerly 
awaited as the prize was a Mary Berry cook book. We had 2 sessions of 
festive bingo and it was certainly ‘eyes down’ as the full house was gripped with 
excitement wondering if they had the winning card.  Of course the chocolate 
prizes for a line and full house were the coveted prizes.

There was a wide array of stalls and many of us began our Christmas shopping. 
We could name the hedgehog with 7JW, guess the chosen Santa with 7LE, have a 
go on the chocolate tombola with the Geography Iceland group, purchase a variety 

of home made Christmas gifts on the stalls run by DT and 7JK, see what 
fantastic work the L.A.P group do in the local community and finish off 

the afternoon with a nice cup of tea.

The scout drumming band from Porthill was magnificent and we 
were amazed by the talent on display.  They had a busy weekend 
as they were also playing at a Remembrance service the following 
day. 

The majority of school run stalls were raising money for the 
two Christmas appeals we support in school. The first 

is Operation Child Christmas shoe boxes, helping 
children over the world, and the second is Salvation 

Army Toy appeal that supports local children. 

Thank you to all who helped make the afternoon 
so enjoyable. It was wonderful that so many 
supported the Christmas Fayre and we look 
forward to our next co-operative community 

event. 

If you would like to help out, be involved in or have 
suggestions for future community events, email Ms Deakin, 

j.deakin@stb.coop

West Staffordshire Gifted and Talented 
Science and Technology Challenge Day 
Megan Jones and Esmee Holt competed in the West Staffordshire Gifted and 
Talented Science and Technology Challenge Day in the Summer term  
(last year).

They were part of the winning team and will now be representing the 
school on the 8th January 2015 in the North West Challenge Final.

Good luck to both girls.
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Issy Tutty, Theo 
Harvey, Liam 

Zwetschnikow, Ben 
Gilbert, Milo James, 
Lewis Moore, Ella 

Hammersley, Katie 
Bagguley, Adam 

Turner, Dean Bamsey, 
Isabel Williams,  

Hugo Snape

Year 11

Recognising Achievement 
The following pupils have been nominated this term by their subject teachers for excellent effort in their work.

Congratulations to the following:

Maisie Scott Jones, 
Zak Broad, Myles 

Barthorpe, Harrison 
Butler, Georgia 
Draper, Isabelle 

Beeston, Tillie Sussex, 
Malachi Radford, 

Isabella Clarke, William 
Taylor, Megan Rose 

Wright, Aleya Rourke

Year 7

Catie Fuller, 
Maddison Smith, 
Harrison Beard, 

Mitchell Martin, Harley 
Smith, Kate Wilkes, 

Aaliyah Phillips, Tayela 
Jarvis-Dale, Alysha 
Tomkinson, Joshua 
Rigby, Joe Eardley, 
Joshua Middleton

Year 8

Lauren Ashley, 
Jessica Potts, James 
Taylor-Amos, Sam 

Handley, Harry Moss, 
Jamie Cooper, Ryan 
Moss, Joel Sales, Ella 

Crabtree, Michael Tang, 
Leon Lloyd,  

Rebecca Babb

Year 10

Rebecca Smith, Jade 
Williams, Shannon 

Stokes, Lewis Billinge, 
Charles Taylor, Jack 
Gater, Leah Carvell, 

Caitlin O’Sullivan, 
Charlotte Fone, Jade 

Williams, Brogan 
Kwiatkowski, Lee Lyons

Year 9

Operation Christmas Child

Once again the School Council co-
ordinated the school’s participation 
in Operation Christmas Child. Each 

tutor group put together a Christmas box 
full of items. The boxes were then collected 
and sent overseas. The boxes are given to 
children who would not get a Christmas gift 
otherwise.

The tutor groups were innovative 
with their fundraising to buy the 
gifts. 7JK and 7LE ran a stall at our 
Christmas Fayre. 10RL organised 
a car wash on the same day while 
10NS held a class collection where 
all their loose change was donated. 
Others brought in gifts from home.

The school put together 42 boxes 
and received a certificate of thanks 
from the charity. In total 610 boxes 
were collected in the local area. We 
are very proud to have once again 
been able to make a difference to 
children across the world. 
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The Term Times is produced twice a term by Sir Thomas Boughey High School. Some copies are printed, but 
it is also available from our website www.stb.coop. If you have an active e-mail address and would like to be 
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Friday 19th December �������������������������school closes for Christmas Holidays

Monday 5th January 2015 ������������������������������ school re-opens for all pupils�

Tuesday 27th January �������������������������������� Year 11 Mock Interview Evening

Monday 2nd  to Friday 6th February ��������������������������� Year 9 Examinations

Thursday 5th February �������������������������������������������������� Yr10 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 10th to Thursday 12th February ����������School Production ‘Variety Show’

Friday 13th February ��������������������������������������������������� school closes for half term

Remembrance Event at St James’ Church

On Sunday 9th November, myself and the Deputy Head Boy, 
Bradley Blairs, had the honour of laying a wreath in memory of 
those who gave their lives for us in war. 

These brave men made the ultimate sacrifice so that we could live a life 
blessed with peace and freedom. We attended the ceremony held at 
Halmer End Methodist Church before joining in with the procession to 
the cenotaph.

It was such a privilege for us to represent the school at this event. The 
Head Boy and Head Girl, Jack Leech and Ella Hammersley, attended the 
Remembrance Event at St James’ Church, listening to the ceremony and 
participating in the March of Remembrance on behalf of the school.

- Athena Heavey (Deputy Head Girl)

Important Note To Pupils And Parents About Exam 
Equipment (Christmas Present Suggestions!)

More and more examinations require pupils to use a calculator. It is 
vital that your son/daughter is familiar with their OWN CALCULATOR, 
as each make and model varies in how to set up the functions. Each 

department rehearses the required skills with the pupils during lessons 
starting right from the off in Year 7. So it has to be to the pupil’s best 
advantage to have consistency in their use of a calculator across the subjects, 
rather than relying on borrowing one from each department.

It is only sensible to bring in more than one BLACK PEN, of a make they 
find comfortable to write with, as some exams are 2 hours long! Along 
with a few pens, it is helpful to have pencils, sharpener, rubber, ruler and 
highlighter pens in at least four colours (many staff train pupils to break 
down questions using the highlighters for key words and instructions). 

All this equipment needs to be in a SEE THROUGH pencil case or polythene bag.


