
 

the local schools (primary and 
secondary) would each receive a sum of 
money to be spent on improving the 
education of young people.   
 
After Easter, our pupils will benefit from 
new laptops and Kindles, in order to 
promote enjoyment in reading.  
Throughout next term, pupils will see a 
number of improvements around the 
school and they must remember that they 
have Mrs Thorley Platt’s immense 
generosity to thank for this. We have 
arranged an Evening of Entertainment to 
show our appreciation to the family, 
which is to be held in the main school hall 
on Thursday 23rd May. At this evening, 
pupils from all of the schools who have 
benefited from this generosity will be 
involved. You are all welcome to attend – 
and your support would be much 
appreciated. 
    
As we are all getting ready for the Easter 
break, we would like to wish a number of 
our pupils well on their various travels.  
We have a total of 46 pupils from Years 
9, 10 and 11 who are going to spend two 
days in London and, during this time, 
they will watch a production of ‘Phantom 
of the Opera’. There are also a number of 
pupils, again from Years 9 – 11, who are 
going a little further afield to Germany, 
where they will  take part in a range of 
excursions, including a Rhine river cruise 
and a visit to Cologne Cathedral. 
 
We hope that everyone will have a safe, 
enjoyable Easter break - and return 
ready to enjoy the many opportunities 
ahead in the final term.   
 
 

Mrs J Hingley 
Assistant Head 

 
 
 

 
 
Thank you to all of those 
pupils who have been 
involved in this – it is their 
valued opinion that helps our 
school to constantly improve. 
 
After Easter, a number of our 
pupils are to be involved in a 
community cohesion day, 
where local elderly residents 
are to spend a Saturday in 
school with our pupils.   
 
Not only will our budding 
chefs cook lunch for the 
visitors, but they will also 
impart their considerable 
technology skills and help to 
teach the elderly residents 
how to send an email, word 
process documents and 
respond to any other 
technology-related needs 
and requests of our visitors.  
In exchange, our pupils will 
listen to their amazing stories 
and learn a range of  games 
from their era – a true 
demonstration of how 
everyone within the 
community has something to 
offer and something to learn.  
  
We would also like to make 
you aware of an additional 
way in which our pupils are 
to benefit from a further link 
with our local community.  In 
recent weeks, we have been 
incredibly fortunate to have 
received a sum of money 
from Mrs Thorley Platt, who 
owned the local clothing 
shop in the village.  
Unfortunately, Mrs Thorley 
Platt recently passed away, 
and it was her request that 
when   her  estate  was  sold,       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to explain a new 
initiative that has been 
implemented this academic 
year. Some of you may have 
been told by your son / 
daughter that they have 
been required to submit all of 
their exercise books on a 
particular day to their 
teachers. There are two 
reasons for this: the first is 
that in order to monitor the 
new assessment policy, as 
mentioned in the October 
2012 newsletter, it is 
necessary to look through 
exercise books to determine 
how staff comments are 
helping pupil progress; and 
secondly, it helps to 
determine how further 
improvements can be made 
to the assessment policy.  
So far this academic year, 
this exercise has been 
completed with Years 9, 10 
and 11. After Easter, Years 7 
and 8 will also be involved.  
  
As part of this process, 
pupils are also asked to give 
their views on a wide range 
of topics, including their 
preferred learning style, the 
type of lesson that helps 
them to make the most 
progress, homework, 
behaviour and safety.   
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Recognising 
Achievement 

 
The following pupils have 
been nominated this term by 
their subject teachers for 
excellent effort in their work.  
Congratulations to the 
following: 

 
Year 7 Year 10 

Sophie Barnett Amber Williams 

Jack Finney Lawrence Hunt 
Teagan Heath Alicia Day 

Brad Copestick Josh Mason 

Harry Brookes Kallum Wood 

Holly Markham Leanne Jones 

Kane Callaghan Jessica Poole 

Olivia Nixon Thomas Lloyd 

Charlotte 
Roberts 

Kelsey Jarvis-
Dale 

Kieran Heath Ryan Kirkham 

Leah Carvell Thomas Parr 
Ryan 
Hammersley 

Jamie Hannon 

Year 8 Year 11 
Jessica Potts Emily Jones 
Tia Moulton Adam Calaz 
Ryan Chapman Katie Dunn 
Brittany Selwood Lucy Howlett 
Kienan 
Culverwell 

Jake Smith 
 

Joshua Teague Nathan 
Pattinson 

Mollie Morris David Edwards 
Jack Spencer Colin 

Greatbatch 
Pippa Hamnett Paige Kelly 
Evie Holt Charlotte 

Boughey 
Alex Hollins Chelsea Ford 
Lauren Ashley Olivia Axon 

Year 9  

Katie Glover  

Katie Bagguley  

Abigail O'Connor  

Chloe Wilkinson  

Lucy Smith  

Kim Clarke  

Matthew Colley  

Dean Bamsey  

Lucie Lovatt  

Callum 
Southwick 

 

 

Daniel Scothern  
 

Georgia Edwards  

 
 

 

 

         Year 9 Update 
 

Always an exciting, challenging period of a pupil’s school career, Year 9 
marks the end of one Key Stage whilst providing an opportunity to prepare 
for the next. 
 
Options form a vital part of this transition. Pupils have now had had the 
opportunity of attending Options Evening, as well as a series of special 
assemblies, where they hear about what every subject at Key Stage 4 has 
to offer. Additionally, members of our current Year 10 and 11, who are 
studying the various option subjects, have been speaking with all Year 9 
pupils about their experiences. 
 
Whilst such opportunities have been given in order to help inform the 
choices pupils are now in the process of making, it remains for them to 
make the most of the rest of Year 9 and ensure that they are in school on 
a regular basis. 
 
I have been greatly impressed by the fact that attendance is above the 
school’s target of 95%. Midway through the year, Year 9 has been chasing 
the tail of the Year 7s, followed closely behind by the Year 8s. Of far 
greater importance, however, is that pupils realise the value of laying a 
strong foundation for their studies at Key Stage 4. It follows that the more 
they are in school, the greater the opportunity they have for doing this. 
 
I trust that every pupil will now be inspired to press on towards achieving 
their very best in all subjects by the end of the academic year. 
 

Mr A Figgis – Head of Year 9 
 
 

 
Hoodie-Hoodie Shake 

 

 
 
Once again, we have been offering Year 11 the chance to buy a Leavers’ 
2013 Hoodie. Our range this year includes not only the standard Hoodie 
but also Polo Shirts, Sweatshirts and College Jackets. 
 
To advertise the Hoodies, Year 11 pupils, Jordan Darlington and Megan 
Fitzpatrick, organised a Harlem Shake for Year 11 pupils and staff in the 
Sports Hall.  The Communication Crew filmed the event and Jordan and 
Megan then edited it and created a movie style advert using Movie Maker. 
The advertisement will now be shown in assembly time. 
 
Four Year 11 Business Studies pupils, as part of their course, set up a 
small business which offered their year group the chance to have pictures 
taken with their friends. These images were then available to buy as a 
keyring. James Hansell, Britanny O’Connor, Chloe Lycett and Jordan 
Myatt organised and promoted the event which was a great success.  
 
A big thank you goes out to ex-pupil, Alex Webb; Alex came back into 
school to lend us his fantastic photography skills.  
 



 
 
 

Team Challenge Day 

24 pupils from Years 8 and 9 were chosen to take part in a Mathematics 
team challenge day.  They were placed in groups of four and worked 
through a number of activities throughout the day. The mathematics Team 
Challenges promotes mathematical dexterity, team working and 
communication skills. Activities included: 

• Group competition 
• Crossnumber 
• Mathematical relay race 

All pupils worked well throughout the day and enjoyed the activities.  

The winning team consisted of Matthew Colley, Thomas Jones, Jack 
Benson and Callum Henshall. They will now go on to represent our school 
at the regional final at Keele University, where they will compete against 
other schools for a place in the national final, which will be held in London.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Danke schön 
 

Pupils from Years 9, 10 and 11 are preparing for a five day visit to Cologne 
and the surrounding Rhineland in Germany over the Easter weekend. In 
order to ensure maximum enjoyment, we have been raising additional 
funds to supplement activities. We have organised two raffles with top 
prizes of a family photo shoot and a pamper hamper as well as a ‘guess 
how many sweets in the jar’ game. Pupils have also taken on the challenge 
of fundraising on their own or in small groups. They have undertaken a 
variety of activities from snow-shovelling to sponsored silences. Coming 
soon, Jack Norcup and Elliot Wilkes are organising a staff v pupils football 
game and on Saturday 23rd March, we will be bag-packing at Asda 
Wolstanton from 10am-1pm. I would like to say ‘danke schön’ to all the 
pupils, parents and staff who have made such a valued contribution to the 
effort so far – well done!  
 

                                                                                             Mr M Rigby 
 

 

Year 7 
Geography 

pupils 
investigate 
flood risk. 

 
Our Year 7 pupils are 
currently working through a 
topic on rivers. As part of their 
lessons, they have been 
investigating infiltration and 
the different factors that affect 
the speed that water can soak 
into the ground.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They have then linked this to 
flood risk and carried out a 
piece of fieldwork based 
around the school grounds. All 
Year 7 classes have braved 
the elements, and some very 
muddy ground, to gather data 
which they have then written 
up in the style of a GCSE 
piece of fieldwork.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This has given them a taste of 
real fieldwork and allowed 
them to apply their ideas to 
real situations.  

 
Mr C O’Connor 

 
 



        

Poetry Poetry Poetry Poetry     

CornerCornerCornerCorner    
 
 
 

The Flags and the Hounds 
 

The crimes of a nation stand 
in shame, 

In the shadow of a so-called 
‘fame’, 

So give ‘em another flag to 
burn, 

Because colours and shapes 
are of little concern, 

As a same method is used, 
To itself and others – perhaps 

trust abused? 
 

It matters so pitifully little, 
To the ones who sleep so 

fitful. 
The abusers of an ancient 

trust, 
Between ‘master’ and 
‘servant’ is now in rust, 

Oh, how conspiratorial this 
sounds, 

Perhaps I should go to the 
hounds? 

 
Ah, but the hounds know the 

trick: 
They swallow me whole and 

let me out sick, 
Pat me on the back and send 

me off, 
I nod and leave with no sound 

but a cough, 
For they know the game and 

the laws, 
And the spit from above that 

now downpours. 
 
By Greg Whitfield (Year 10)  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Communication Crew are a group of Year 8, 9 and 11 pupils who 
have an interest in Media and Promotion. They meet every week in 
Technology and have organised and created a number of events and 
promotional products within school. These pupils have helped a number of 
departments and groups within school with their promotional needs and 
have done a fantastic job. This term they have helped to film the Year 11 
Harlem Shake for the Hoodies advert and are now planning what they will 
be doing on the Community Cohesion Day after Easter. 
 

Mrs Steventon, Mr Roberts and Mrs Clarkson 
 

 
             Helping Hearts 
 
 
During the week building up to Valentine’s Day, 10MK took residence 
outside the conference at lunchtime. The purpose: to raise as much 
money as possible for the British Heart Foundation, with Valentines 
themed raffles and bake sales.  
 
Our idea came from the tutor assembly we delivered on the topic of 
Valentines Day and whether the event is still relevant in today’s society. 
Our ambition was to demonstrate that Valentine’s celebrations are not just 
a money making scheme – it can also serve a wider purpose.  
 
By raising over £100 for the Mending Broken Hearts Appeal, the school 
has once again demonstrated our caring nature and our unquestionable 
support to charitable organisations.  
 
As a tutor group, we wish to thank all the pupils and staff who gave so 
generously, and I wish to thank all of the pupils who generously gave their 
time and baking skills. 
 

Mr M Kerr and 10MK 
 



 

Attendance Heroes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This terms attendance hero is Ethan Hobbs in 7RC. 

 
Ethan has had a difficult time over the last few months. However he has 
made a determined effort to get to school, even when it has been 
incredibly upsetting for him. 
 

Ethan says, “my great grandma passed away on the 7th of January, aged 
91 after being in hospital for ten days. My mum spent every evening at the 
hospital during the ten days. 
 

Three weeks later, on the 1st February, my dad had a phone call asking 
him to go to the hospital immediately. Sadly my granddad had passed 
away, aged just 64. Although my granddad had suffered ill health for a 
number of years, his passing still came as a shock. My parents spent the 
following three weeks emptying my granddad’s house and arranging the 
funeral.  
 

Then, on the afternoon of Saturday the 23rd February, my uncle Ian was 
admitted to hospital in Crewe.  
 

In the evening my dad was also admitted to hospital but in Newcastle. My 
brother and sister had to spend the following day with my half-sister, 
Jodie, while me and my mum spent most of the day with my uncle Ian as 
he became critical. Sadly the following morning, Monday, at 5 o’clock, my 
uncle passed away aged just 54. This was a complete shock to us all. My 
dad remained in hospital until Thursday 28th February and now he is 
recovering well at home. 
 

I have had to take some days off school not only for funerals but also to 
support other family members. I would like to thank my teachers for their 
support and understanding during this distressing time.” 
 

Miss Wainwright - Deputy Head of Pastoral 
 
 

Table Tennis 
 
 
 
 

STB entered the Table Tennis league with an A and a B team. They 
played five games in total, travelling all over North Staffordshire. 
 

Both A and B teams won two games against Chesterton and Haywood 
High, lost against Clayton and Trentham and drew with St Thomas More. 
 

Players who represented the school include: 
Jonathan Pratt, Ben Pratt, Freddie Doorbar, Archie Doorbar (Year 6), 
Aaron Ramsdale, Tom Parr, Henry Thirwall and Elliott Wilkes. 
 

Mrs D O’Neill 
 

ICT Upgrades 2013 
 

Windows XP – end of life 
 

Next year, Microsoft will stop 
providing regular updates for 
Windows XP. Does this mean 
it will no longer be possible to 
use computers with XP after 
this date? No, not exactly; 
PCs with XP will probably 
continue to work as before. 
However, mainstream support 
of Windows XP actually 
ended in April, 2009. 
Increasingly new software and 
hardware needs more recent 
operating systems. 
 

A big change 
In school we are still using 
Windows XP and Office 2003 
on over 99% of our 
computers. Our plan is to 
move almost all of these over 
to Windows 7 and Office 2010 
by the end of this year.  
 

Virtual servers 
This summer we will replace 
all of our servers with the 
backbone infrastructure to 
support the network for the 
foreseeable future. On the last 
day of the summer term all 
our classroom computers will 
be running Windows XP. On 
the first day back in 
September they should all be 
running Windows 7.   

Faster broadband 
With over 400 computers in 
school capable of accessing 
the internet, there can be a 
significant demand for our 
broadband connection. This 
term, we have upgraded from 
8 to 100 Mb connection, to 
support the growing demand 
for web based resources. 
 

Laptops 
Thanks to a generous 
donation from the estate of 
Mrs Thorley Platt, we are 
purchasing a new set of 
laptops. All these changes will 
provide a much improved ICT 
experience for everyone. 
 

Mr M Dove  
Network Manager 

 



Cherries and 
Berries Tea Loaf 

 

(Jade Coxon) 
 

     
 
Ingredients 

 

   300g mixture dried berries  
   and cherries  
   225ml hot tea  
   Juice 1 orange (about  
   75ml/2½fl oz) plus zest  
   50g butter  
   100g light brown sugar  
   1 egg  
   225g self-raising flour  
   4 tbsp Demerara sugar  
 

• Place the dried fruits in 
a bowl and pour over 
the hot tea, orange 
juice and zest. Cover 
with cling film, then 
leave for at least 4 hrs 
or better still overnight.  

• Heat oven to 
180C/160C fan/gas 4.  

• Grease and line the 
base of a 2lb loaf tin.  

• Beat together the 
butter and sugar until 
creamy, then beat in 
the egg followed by the 
flour.  

• Carefully stir through 
the fruit mixture.  

• Spoon the mixture into 
the tin, then smooth 
over the surface with 
the back of a spoon.  

• Sprinkle all over with a 
thick layer of Demerara 
sugar.  

• Bake for 1 hr or until a 
skewer inserted into 
the centre comes out 
clean. Leave to cool in 
the tin, then turn out, 
cut into slices and 
serve. 

 
 

Busy Time for GCSE 

 Catering Students 
 

After weeks of research, practice and planning, the Practical Exam 
Season was here for all Key Stage 4 Catering students. Year 10 had a 
three hour session in which they had to bake three sweet and one savoury 
item suitable to serve at a hotel for afternoon tea. Year 11’s three hours is 
to create a themed meal from a country of their choice for the hotel in 
which they are pretending to be a trainee chef. Once again the tension 
was palpable; the nerves frayed; yet all achieved a display of food of 
which they were rightly proud.  
 
Here are just a few images to display the high standard. You can see all 
pupils’ work on the Food Gallery on the internet. I have also added the 
taste tester favourite recipes from the Year 10 bake off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 

 
 

       
 
 

 
Lemon Slices  (Top of Kane Forrester’s Display) 

 
 Ingredients for the base      
 175g plain flour  
 50g ground rice  
 85g golden caster sugar  
 140g cold butter, diced  
 1 tbsp milk  
 
 Method 

• Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6.  
• Line a 21 or 22cm square, shallow baking tin with baking 

parchment.  
• Put the flour, ground rice and sugar in a bowl with the butter and 

rub in until fine crumbs form.  
• Stir in the milk.  
• Tip into the tin and press down evenly.  
• Bake for 15-20 mins until golden.  
• Remove the tin and lower oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. 
• Mix the lemon juice and eggs, then sieve into a bowl with the sugar, 

flour and zest. Whisk to combine, pour over the base. 
• Then bake for 10-15 mins until the top is just set. 
• Cool in the tin, dust with icing sugar, and then slice.  

 

                                                                                     Mrs Wilding - Assistant Head 

Lemon topping  
zest 3 lemons, plus 200ml/7fl oz juice 
(about 4 lemons)  
3 eggs  
200g caster sugar  
25g flour  
icing sugar, to dust  
 



 

TeenStar  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10 pupil, Rheana Forrester has got through the auditions to the 
regional finals of TeenStar. (the biggest singing competition for teens in 
the country) by performing her own song: ‘I’m not the girl’. Rheana has 
been playing the piano for years but took up the guitar only 18 months 
ago. She has recently been interviewed and has had her songs played on 
6 Towns Radio and BBC Radio Stoke. She has also been in the Sentinel,  
had her song, ‘Wednesday’, played on a radio station in New York, USA, 
and has more interviews lined up. Whilst having ‘Wednesday’ recorded 
she was visited by a drummer from Nashville who has played alongside 
acts such as Taylor Swift, and he was very interested in her and is now 
helping her to produce an album. Rheana will be performing ‘Wednesday’ 
at the Regional finals of the competition in Manchester on April 7th and 
hopes to make it to the grand final at the O2 Arena in London where there 
is a £20,000 prize pot. See Rheana for further details or about tickets. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

E-safety – What makes 
a secure password? 

 
A strong password should: 
 

• be at least 8 characters 
long 

• include at least one 
capital [A-Z] 

• include at least one 
lower case letter [a-z] 

• include at least one 
number [0-9] 

• ideally include at least 
one special character [` 
! @ $ % ^ & * ( ) - _ = + 
[ ] ; : ' " , < . > / ?] 

 
A password should not be: 
 

• easy to guess 
• the same as your 

username 
• blank 
• written down 
• shared with anybody 

else 
• your phone number, 

pet or family names 
• a word found in the 

dictionary 

 
Where Are They Now? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Former pupil, Alex Shaw has 
recently contacted the school 
informing us that he has 
successfully acquired a 
position working for Microsoft.  
 
Congratulations to Alex from 
us all! 
 
 
 



 

Parents as Partners 
 
With the changes made to external exams, it is even more important than ever that pupils work on the 
‘get it right first time’ principle. Year 11, this summer, will only be able to re-sit English Language and 
Mathematics in November by arrangement with their college of choice. They may not receive any tuition 
from the college. 
 
Y10 will be sitting some terminal exams in summer 2013 this includes, for most pupils, their core science 
GCSE.  
 
The key to success is preparation; we will release the personalised external exam 
timetable for each pupil as soon as possible. At present,all Year 10 and Year 11 pupils have 
the full school GCSE timetable to help with their planning. Attendance is vital both for the 
lessons leading up to the exams and for the exam. 
 
Please go through the timetable with your child and help them to prepare well for 
these vitally important exams. 

  
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 
Thursday 28 th March ~ 

Staff Training Day 
 
29 March – 10 th April  ~   Easter Break 
 
22nd – 26th April  ~        Year 10 Exams 
 
30th April ~         Celebration of Music 

 
6th May ~                                 May Day 

 
23rd May ~   Mrs Thorley Platt’s 

Memorial  Evening 
 
27th – 31st May ~                   Half Term 
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