
“Who you are tomorrow begins with what you do today.” 

Now that may be a quote I found on goodreads.com today but it is at least a good quote & it is true. 
Ten, not so long, years ago I was sat somewhere in those first few rows, full of excitement & hope. 
Hopefully that’s the same for you now. You probably have very different dreams & ambitions to the 
ones I had. 

I was, I admit, an unusual teenager in many ways – my parents will vouch for that. All I wanted to do 
was be a lawyer, a barrister. I wanted to wear a wig and gown in court and fight for justice, stand up 
for the underprivileged and be their voice. 

I wanted to be Sir Thomas Boughey’s answer to Martin Luther King – albeit a white, blonde, female 
version from Halmer End. Well it was that mixed with a bit of Elle Woods from Legally Blonde. 

For you it’s probably a very different story and you’re probably wondering what on earth I’m on 
about. For you it might be the dream of becoming a brain surgeon, a pilot, a Shakespearian 
actress…even a dentist! 

People tell us all the time that we can’t do what we really want to because it’s too hard or it’s not 
realistic or we’re not good enough. When we hear that enough it can crush our dreams, it can even 
stop us dreaming altogether. 

But the point is we all have a choice in life. You can choose to waste opportunities, to mess around 
at school and just have a laugh because it’s what all your mates are doing. You can choose to drift 
through school and settle for whatever life gives you. No one will stop you from doing that. It’s your 
choice. 

But you don’t have to choose that. You can choose to do the things you always dreamt of from when 
you were 5 years old. You can find out what it is that makes you unique and different from all of 
your friends. Because there will be something - you just may not have discovered it. Now is the time 
to discover it. Now is the time to think about what you really want to do with your life. Now is the 
time to think about where you want to be 10 years from now. 

Is it going to be piloting a plane for British Airways to Los Angeles? Starring in the next adaptation of 
Romeo and Juliet? Or saving the life of a new-born child in surgery? 

All of that starts with what you do today. Unfortunately, those things don’t happen overnight. It 
takes hard work, sacrifice and determination. Things that STBH is all about. 

What I will say & what I say to the parents here tonight though is that more than anything else 
parents can make the biggest of differences. I didn’t come from a background of barristers, solicitors 
& judges, unlike most of the people I went to University with. I was brought up in Halmer End where 
my mum, grandparents & great grandparents had been brought up. Where my granddad worked as 
a joiner, my grandma as a cook at this school & my great granddad a miner at the Minnie Pit. 

I didn’t come from a typical barrister background. But what my parents did give me was their 
unfailing love & support. Support that I could never have dreamt of & which has been the bedrock of 
who I am & what I have achieved. Without them there would be no wig & gown, no barrister Kate. 



That is the difference that you as parents can make. 

Sir Thomas Boughey for me was the best and not the worst of times. It is the place where my dreams 
began, where I discovered what it was that made me different & where I learnt values which have 
stood me in stead ever since. 

I will never forget class debates in Mr Taylor’s English lessons – one of which led to him overturning 
a table in a fit of passion. I think over a comment that Manchester City were through! I will never 
forget him taking the time to critique my English essays – to move them up from an A to A*, or Mrs 
Wilding taking me to one side to reassure me that everything would be OK, or Mrs Goodwin, my 
form tutor, telling me that she had faith in me & that she knew what I would achieve. 

All of them made a difference. I wouldn’t trade all of the private schools in the world for what STB 
has given me. 

Make the most of everything this school has to offer you. Make your time here count & remember 
that whatever it is you want to do in the future starts with what you do today. 


