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Parental Update 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome to the new academic year and a special welcome to those parents who are joining us 
for the first time. I thought it would be useful to update parents over a few issues at this early 
point in the year. 
 

Staffing 
 

As I am sure you were aware we faced a degree of challenge over the last academic year due to 
certain staffing issues which were beyond our control and which were difficult to address due to 
incoming staff having to work their own periods of notice prior to taking up posts with us. I can 
report that all staffing requirements are currently being met and we will be making further 
appointments for the start of January. I am also pleased to report that the situation did not have a 
detrimental effect on the educational standards in the school as can be seen by the section 
below. 
 

GCSE exams 
 

Exam results day in August proved to be a very positive event for last year’s leavers. A full 
breakdown of exam results will be published on the school’s website but the main headline 
figures saw Maths achieve 68% A*-C (5% above the national average) and English achieve 78% 
(13% above the national average). The overall 5 A*-C score including English and Maths was 
54% – but we still have results from one subject to add to this and expect a significant increase. 
The results were especially pleasing given the enforced staffing changes we faced and they 
confirm the quality of education that is provided at the school and which will continue to evolve 
over the forthcoming years. 
 

Road works on Station Road 
 

I have been in touch with the Highways department to question why traffic lights and unfinished 
roadworks continue to disrupt the traffic on Station Road after more than 8 weeks since the work 
began. They informed me that the initial problem was road subsidence which appears to have 
been caused by badgers. The work has had to stop while Staffordshire Wildlife Trust monitor the 
situation as badgers are a protected species. It appears that the traffic lights will remain in place 
until the findings are reported back to Highways and appropriate action can be taken. 
 

Contact with the school 
 

We try to keep parents fully informed of matters relating to school via the website, newsletters 
and letters home. Should you have unanswered queries please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr S Gould – Head teacher 
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