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   Tuesday 7th March 2017 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

As you will know, on 7th and 8th February 2017, the school had an Ofsted Inspection. The overall judgement 

awarded was ‘Requires Improvement’ and the report will be available on the Ofsted website tomorrow. To 

access it, you can either follow the link on our website or go to the Ofsted site directly 

(http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk). I can appreciate very much that the result of ‘Requires Improvement’ might 

give you cause for concern. 

This, therefore, felt like exactly the right moment to write to you to ensure you are aware that, even prior to 

this Inspection, a number of the changes required to improve the school had already begun ‘to be 

implemented; something the Inspectors also recognised. Indeed, coming so soon after my appointment, this 

report has provided an ideal benchmark for the school to measure ongoing progress against. The report itself 

recognises the ‘strong sense of unity among staff who are receptive to change and ready to meet the 

challenge of improving the school’; in fact, staff are very much looking forward to implementing the various 

Ofsted recommendations.  

Despite the ‘Requires Improvement’ judgement, upon reading the report you will see that many positive 

aspects of Sir Thomas Boughey High School have been recognised. I am immensely proud of the statement, 

‘The good relations that exist between pupils and staff make this a strong school community’ as the Inspectors 

clearly recognised the special atmosphere that exists at Sir Thomas Boughey. Further statements such as 

‘Attainment overall at GCSE is above the national average’, ‘the quality of teaching is improving’, ‘pupils enjoy 

school and value their teachers’, ‘pupils are polite and helpful’, ‘an improving picture of progress for all 

groups, including the most able, among current cohorts of pupils is evident’, all clearly demonstrate that the 

school is on a recognised upward trajectory.  

There is absolutely no denying the fact that this is an exciting time for Sir Thomas Boughey. With any new 

Headship comes change but this timely Ofsted Inspection has provided a focused direction for that change – 

one that we are confident you will embrace. In the words of the report, ‘the school has the capacity it needs 

to improve and become a good school again’ and that is exactly what it will become.  

Please rest assured that the improvements made in the near future will not remove the heart of Sir Thomas 

Boughey, or damage the many aspects of our school's performance that have been so rightly recognised as 

positive and that we all value as a community. Rather, these changes will build on foundations, enabling the 

school to improve rapidly, recover strongly, and ensure that all pupils achieve good outcomes for the future.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs Hingley 

Head Teacher 
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