
Costs of Lessons
• We want to ensure that, to the greatest extent 

possible, pupils are able to access lessons on their 
chosen instrument.

• We ask that Key Stage Three pupils contribute £150 
towards their tuition. This would represent £5 per 
lesson of 20 minutes over a 30 week period.

• For Key Stage Four pupils, we would expect 
a contribution of £225, representing a highly 
subsidised £7.50 per lesson of 30 minutes over a 30 
week period.

• For a pupil who chooses to have a Group 20 minute 
lesson per week we will offer a discounted rate of 
£105 representing £3.50 per lesson over a 30 week 
period.

• Payments can be made throughout the year 
through the individual ‘parent payscheme’ through 
the internet. 

Instrument Hire
Norman’s Music, based in Burton-on-Trent  
(www.normansrental.co.uk), offer instrumental 
loans at very reasonable rates. We would ask pupils 
without their own instrument to organise their own 
instrument hire, if they 
chose to commence lessons 
at STB.

Typical Lesson Content
Each instrumental lesson will be bespoke to the pupil, 
but will include typical elements such as warm ups, 
scales, practice of instrument technique, pieces and 
aural exercises. 

How Lessons Link to the 
National Curriculum
• Pupils will develop a deepening understanding 

of the music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history. 

• Pupils will use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of musical 
styles, genres and traditions.

• Pupils will play and perform confidently in a range 
of solo and ensemble contexts using their voice, 
playing instruments musically, fluently and with 
accuracy and expression.

• Pupils will develop their vocal and/or instrumental 
fluency, accuracy and expressiveness; and 
understand musical structures, styles, genres and 
traditions, identifying the expressive use of  
musical dimensions.

Extra Curricular /  
Lunchtime Clubs
• HARMONIZE  

 - vocal group

• GUITAR CLUB 
- suitable for beginners

• BLUES GROUP 
- for guitar students only



Instrumental Lessons 
Available
The Music Department arranges a range of 
peripatetic tutors to visit the school on a weekly 
basis to provide instrumental lessons to pupils who 
would like to pursue tuition in this area. As part of the 
GCSE Music course, pupils are required to have such 
lessons in order to help them fulfil the performance & 
composition elements of the course. 

Currently, pupils can have lessons 
on the following instruments:
Brass (Cornet, Trumpet, Trombone, Tenor Horn, Baritone, 
Euphonium, Tuba) • Drums • Guitar (Acoustic, Electric, 
Bass) • Piano (and Electronic Keyboard) • Voice  
• Woodwind (Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone)

Biographies of Instrumental 
Staff

Mrs Critchlow Mellor (Piano)

“I am a professional musician and fully qualified teacher and 
have over 25 years experience of performing and 15 years 
experience of working in music education. 

As a former Head of Music and later 
Head of Creative Arts Faculty, managing 
Music, Art and Drama across the school 
I also teach private instrumental les-
sons on the piano, flute, oboe, clarinet, 
trumpet and music theory.

Music has taken me around the world, 
from performing throughout Europe 
with orchestras and concert bands 
to pianist-in-residence in Sydney, 
Australia. I am a multi-prize winner and 
have over 40 awards for performances as a soloist and ensemble 
member. 

Since the birth of two little boys, I combine a career of performing 
and teaching alongside looking after my young family.”

Mr Chell (Guitar)

“I began playing the guitar aged 9. 
I went on to win the All England 
Guitar Championships and 

then did solo performances on BBC 
TV. I then joined the Mecca circuit and 
worked throughout the UK with top 
performers. I began teaching in 1980 
and have worked at both primary and 
secondary level. I am also a guitar 
tutor at Keele University and continue 
to perform as a solo guitarist for 
weddings and work in theatre schools.” 
 

Mr Rogers (Drums)

“I started playing drums when I was 13 years old. I was the 
principal drummer at St Joseph’s secondary school during my 
college years and I started teaching at the school during this 

time and also privately. I have won Classic Rock’s ‘Drummer of the 
Year’ for the past two years. 

I have played on many albums and 
have a wealth of experience on live 
tours including Marillion, Steel Panther, 
Reef, Kaiser Chiefs, Pete Trewas, 
Edisons Children, and I am still a full 
time member of my bands: Touch-
stone, DeeExpus, Mia Klose, Alan Reed, 
Nerve Toy Trio, Edisons Children. I also 
endorse Drum Workshops, Sabian, Los 
Cabos, Porter and Davies and Remo 
and I have played/toured across the 
UK, Europe and America.” 

Mr Rogers has recently been voted one of the top 20 drummers of 
the millennium by RHYTHM (biggest worldwide drum magazine).

Mr Hughes (Brass)

“I started playing euphonium at the age of 8 in Sandwell 
Music Service. I moved onto tuba during my teenage years 
and started playing in local brass bands, Sovereign and 

Staffordshire Brass Bands. I left full time 
education and moved to study tuba at 
the Royal Northern College of Music in 
Manchester from 2002-2006 under the 
guidance of James Gourlay.

After completing a BMus Hons, I started 
as a music peripatetic teacher at MMU 
and gained a PGCE with specialist 
instrumental teaching. After my PGCE, 
I got a full time job with Staffordshire 
Performing Arts and I am now the 
North Region manager for the music 
service.”

Miss Underwood  
(Woodwind)

“Having gained 1st class honours at Leeds College of 
Music where I led both the Symphony and Sinfonietta 
Orchestras, I went on to 

achieve MMus in Performance and 
Pedagogy at Birmingham Conservatoire.

Whilst at Leeds, I taught at primary and 
secondary schools and at the Leeds 
College of Music Saturday school.

I completed my teaching placement at 
Colmore Junior School in Birmingham 
and was a CBSO Sparks Project 
Assistant for Gifted and Talented 
pupils.

I have 100% exam pass rate with 
one student successfully applying to the prestigious Chetham’s 
School of Music in Manchester and another who is now attending 
Birmingham Ormiston Academy for music theatre.

I currently teach both privately and in schools across Staffordshire 
and continue to perform in a New Music Orchestra I also regularly 
dep for the British Police Orchestra.”

Mr Pickford 
(Voice)

“My musical education began when I attended the Lord 
Weymouth School, Warminster, Wiltshire. I entered 
the school on a choral scholarship studying singing, 

piano and organ.

I went to Dartington College in Totnes, Devon, studying organ 
singing and trumpet. I gained the 
Dartington Diploma of Music in 
Education through Exeter University.

Since those days as a student I have 
taught in two schools in Telford, 
Shropshire as Head of Music. I am now 
a private school music teacher (mostly 
singing and piano) and a freelance 
musician.

Apart from teaching at home and in 
different schools I have been Musical 
Director in well over 100 productions 
for various musical theatre groups, in Shropshire and Cheshire 
credits including West Side Story, Sweeney Todd, Fiddler on the 
Roof and My Fair Lady.

I also conduct the Kingsfield Singers (a ladies choir) and the 
Biddulph and District Youth Orchestra.”
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