
A Parent’s Guide to AQA 
Language and Literature GCSE

How can I help my  child prepare for the exams and revise 
effectively?



AQA
English Language GCSE 
(8700) 

Worth 50% of the English Language GCSE.

• There are 2 sections: Reading and Writing.

• Students will be given an extract from a novel written in either 
the 20th or 21st Century – it will be approximately 700 words.

• Students will be given 4 questions to assess their reading skills 
in relation to this extract.

• The questions will always be the same format and will be 
worth the same number of marks – it is the text that will be 
unseen.

• Students will be given a choice of question for their writing 
task. 



Section A – Reading – worth 40 marks

• In all English examinations (both Language and Literature) students 
should make sure they are allocating the right amount of time to the 
number of marks available.

• It works out at roughly one mark per minute.



Question 1 Paper 1

Question 1 will always ask students to 
‘List four things’.

It is always worth 4 marks (one for
each answer)

They need to follow the instructions 

carefully as the information needed 

will come from a specified section of 

the text and they may be caught out.



Question 2 Paper 1

Question 2 will give students a smaller 
section of the text to work with.

They will be asked to analyse the writer’s 
use of language and are encouraged to 
heavily annotate this shorter extract before 
writing their response.

This question is always worth 8 marks.

Students should focus on: effect of 

language, subject terminology and range of 

quotations.



Question 3 is a question on 
structure.

It will always be on the whole of 
the text.

It is worth 8 marks.

Students should focus on: effect 

of structure, use of subject 

terminology and using a range 

of examples.

Question 3 Paper 1



Question 4 Paper 1

Question 4 is worth the most marks 
therefore students should spend 
the most time on it.

It will not be on the whole text so students 
must pay attention to the section they are 
being asked to consider.
They should use the bullet-points provided 
to help them craft their response.
Students should focus on: The writer’s 
methods and their effect on the reader; 
using a range of quotations; being critical; 
and focusing on the statement given. 



How can my son/daughter improve…

Be aware that the extracts are taken from challenging literature – Students should develop what 
they are reading at home.

Q1: Read through the question carefully and go for the most obvious answers.

Q2: Be a lot more specific when discussing effect – it is not enough to say ‘it creates vivid imagery’ –
you have to identify where and how. You must use accurate terminology: ‘adverb’, ‘adjective’, 
‘simile’ etc. 

Make sure they cover the whole section of the extract – a lot of students, in practice, completely 
ignored the first 2 sentences and the last paragraph – the exam board give them what they want 
them to consider.

Q3: Make sure they consider where the extract starts and ends (the whole thing) – Look for changes 
in narrative, pace, time, flashback etc.

Q4: Students seemed to do better if they agreed with the statement as those who did not agree 
went off focus quite quickly. Make sure a wide range of points from the extract are considered and 
that students are focusing on the allocated lines as this question is not on the whole passage.

Students should be convincing in their response.



Section B – Writing – Worth 40 marks

Question 5 Paper 1



Students have a choice of 2 tasks.

The task will be either a description or a story – we do not know 
which so students need to be prepared for both.

The first task will use a picture as inspiration.

The second task will not.

Both tasks will be linked in some way to the text from the reading 
section (although students should not mention it)

Students must plan and proof-read their writing in the time they 
have.

Students are encouraged to do this task first as they may be more 

accurate at the beginning of the examination. 

Question 5 Paper 1



AQA
English Language GCSE 
(8700) 

• 1hr 45 minutes
• Worth 50% of the English Language GCSE
• There are 2 sections: Reading and Writing
• Students will be given two extracts – one non-fiction and one 

literary nonfiction. Each extract will be approximately 700 
words. One of the extracts will be a 19th Century text.

• Students will be given 4 questions to assess their reading skills 
in relation to these extracts

• The questions will always be the same format and will be 
worth the same number of marks – it is the texts that will be 
unseen.

• Students will be given one question for their writing task. 



Question 1 Paper 2

Question 1 will give students a number of 
statements about one of the texts.

Students need to shade the statements that are 
true. 

There is one mark available for each correct answer.

They need to pay attention to the question as it will 
specify certain lines and they may be caught out. 



Question 2 Paper 2

Question 2 asks the students to summarise the 
differences in the two texts.

• They do not need to analyse.
• They do need to use quotations.
• They do need to focus on the question.



Question 3 Paper 2

Question 3 will only focus on one of the texts.

Students need to focus on: Writer’s use of language and 
effect, subject terminology and using a range of quotations.

From looking at the mock data, this is the question that 
our students feel most secure in answering. 



Question 4 Paper 2

Question 4 is worth the most marks, 
therefore the students should spend 
the longest on it.

It is a comparative question.
Students need to be analytical 
when looking at writers’ 
methods,  use a range of 
quotations from both texts and 
show developed understanding 
of both texts.



Section B – Writing – Worth 40 marks

Question 5 Paper 2



Question 5 Paper 1

Students are given one compulsory question – it 

will be linked to the topic of the Reading section.

They must plan and proof-read in the time given.

Students are encouraged to complete this 

section first as they might be more accurate at 

the beginning of the examination.

They must ensure that they are writing in the 

correct form and for the specified audience.

Students should always remember that, 

ultimately, the examiner is their audience so their 

writing must be appropriate.



What can you do to support?

• Encourage students to complete practice papers in timed conditions.
• Make sure that students have been on the AQA website and SMHK and are 

familiar with all the resources available on there.
• Make sure that students understand the importance of these examinations 

and that they are not easy!
• Help us by reminding students of the importance of their lessons – too 

many have started back without texts and exercise books which makes it 
very hard for us to teach – Encourage them to leave the house in the 
morning prepared to learn.

• Ultimately, the students need their level 5. If they don’t get it, they will 
have to continue to study English until they are 18 – this will obviously 
affect the decisions they make post – 16.



Language Paper 1 Q2: How does the writer use language to …

What to do:

Highlight the steer (key word) of 
the question. This is what you 
MUST focus your answer on.

Now, identify THREE interesting 
and different language methods 

which all link to the steer.

Write 3 WHAT – HOW – WHY
paragraphs:

* WHAT is the point the writer 
is making?

* HOW is language used 
(METHOD & EVIDENCE)

* WHY – and what is the effect 
for the reader?

WHAT – HOW- WHY

The author employs a 
range of methods to 

convey an impression 
that …. (now link to the 

steer).

One of the ways he (link 
to steer) is through his 
choice of (METHOD) in: 
“xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.”

Here, it is the use of 
(ZOOM IN) which helps 
readers to  think / feel /    
imagine / understand …

(link to steer)

Terminology: simile; metaphor; personification; hyperbole; stative verbs; dynamic verbs; sibilance; 
tricolon; adverbs; adjectives; staccato sentences; telegraphic sentences; exclamatory sentences;         

rhetorical question; hypophora; repetition (epizeuxis; diacope; anaphora; epistrophe)

Place your extract here 



Question 5 Paper 1 WAGOLL

Nothingness fills my lungs: no chaos, no pollution, no noise. This is heaven on earth for my mind and soul.

The azure waves slowly approach to kiss the delicate sand beneath my feet. I gaze, (almost hypnotically), at 
the way it cleanses me every time they meet. Strolling towards the shade, I look back at the footsteps I leave 
behind. It is only me here; my own beautiful solitude. The towering tree above spreads its emerald fingers to 
protect me from the blazing sun that is endlessly trying to peer through. Across the corn flour blue sky, a 
single diaphanous cotton wool cloud floats by, mirroring the oceanic foam beneath. But the clouds haven't 
always offered me such tranquillity.

Crowded streets, cheerless air, a cacophony of sounds- the chaos of London seemed inescapable. The clouds 
weren't made of cotton wool there, they were clouds of smoke that loomed above, waiting to ruin the days of 
everyone below. My days always seemed ruined. The floor was constantly cold, my clothes were unwashed, 
but worst of all were the glares. The glares that said to me: "he must deserve it" or "must be an addict". The 
only thing I was addicted to was trying to survive and to flee. Ironically, it was another man's addiction that 
helped me to where I am now, as I found a disintegrated lottery ticket by my sleeping bag one morning. Some 
say it was sheer luck, others say it was a helping hand from above, but either way, it was my ticket to well-
being.

God still watches over me now. Each morning and night he paints and embellishes the island with beauty. In 
London, night time was the worst. Here, God's eyes twinkle and sparkle above, providing light and guidance 
even within a blanket of darkness.

As another day comes to an end, nothingness fills my lungs: no anxiety, no tension, no apprehension. I am 
wrapped up safely in the nature around me.

DROP: Put the reader straight 
into the action. Use the picture 
as a stimulus, bringing it to life 
with ambitious vocabulary and 
figurative language (simile/ 
metaphor/ personification). Add 
in a hook for your narrative -
why are you in this setting?

SHIFT: Remember to move to the 
past tense to show this is  
flashback. Describe the same 
setting but in the opposite way -
more positively.
ZOOM IN: Back to the present 
tense and the picture. Choose a 
small section of the image to 
focus on.

ZOOM OUT: Describe a part of 
the setting once more, like a 
wide screen shot in a film. Figure 
out how the story is going to 
end!

CHALLENGE: Repeat a word or 
phrase from the beginning of 
your answer, but twist it slightly: 
"I am being destroyed" -
"although I am being 
destroyed..."



English Literature GCSE
AQA (8702)



Paper 1 Literature



STARTING WITH THIS EXTRACT, EXPLORE HOW FAR DICKENS PRESENTS CHRISTMAS AS A JOYFUL TIME.
Write about:

- how Dickens presents Christmas as a special time in this extract
- how far Dickens presents Christmas as a special time in the novel as a whole.

In this extract, the Ghost of Christmas Past has taken Scrooge to the place where he used to work.

REMEMBER to INFER and ANALYSE. They are two different skills and 
you need to demonstrate both. 



Macbeth Example Question

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 5 of Macbeth and then answer the question that 
follows.
At this point in the play Lady Macbeth is speaking. She has just received the news that King Duncan 
will be spending the night at her castle.

The raven himself is hoarse
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full
Of direst cruelty! make thick my blood;
Stop up the access and passage to remorse,
That no compunctious visitings of nature
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between
The effect and it! Come to my woman's breasts,
And take my milk for gall, you murdering ministers,
Wherever in your sightless substances
You wait on nature's mischief! Come, thick night,
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell,
That my keen knife see not the wound it makes,
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark,
To cry 'Hold, hold!'

5

10

15

Write about:
• how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this speech
• how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the play as a whole.

[30 marks]
SPAG [4 marks]

Q1: Starting with this speech, explain 
how far you think   Shakespeare presents 

Lady Macbeth as a powerful woman.



WAGOLL Paragraph



Paper 2 Literature



How does Priestley 
present Mr Birling in 
‘An Inspector Calls’?

An Inspector Calls EXAM QUESTION Paper 2

There are two 

questions on the 

exam paper. 

Candidates must 
only answer one.

They should spend 

time annotating 

each question with 

points, quotations, 
analysis. This is a 

simple exercise to 

help candidates 

choose which 

question to 

answer.

Do not answer both questions



WAGOLL Paragraph

How does Priestley present Mr Birling in ‘An Inspector Calls’?

At the end of the play, Priestley presents Mr Birling as a man who has not learned 
his lesson, unlike his children Eric and Sheila who have clearly seen the error of 
their ways. When Sheila and Eric voice their concerns that their father has not 
changed, Birling replies, ‘Now look at the pair of them – the famous younger 
generation who know it all.’ This suggests Mr Birling is mocking his children for 
thinking they know best. This in itself highlights Birling’s arrogance. He does not 
believe someone younger than him could know better. The verb and imperative 
‘look’ tells the audience that Birling is still a commanding presence in this house. 
He has not been humbled by the events that have taken place over the last two 
hours. Priestley has Birling use the pronoun ‘them’ to describe his children, 
perhaps to highlight the divide between the older and the younger generations. 
‘Them’ is very dismissive and an audience may feel animosity towards Birling that 
he is segregating himself away from his children. Even the adjective ‘famous’ 
shows how mocking and cold Birling is here. Priestley may show Birling is 
unwilling to change in order to target the younger generations. It is them that can 
change and if they do, they are the ones who will grow up with Priestley’s 
preferred socialist views, therefore changing a capitalist society into one that 
embraces socialism. Birling is a representation of business owners at the time. For 
example, there was no minimum wage at this time and business owners could pay 
their workers what they wanted. Birling pays his workers low wages to make 
more money for himself.

AO1: Use 
quotations and 

discuss 
them/make 

inferences.

AO2: Analyse 
language, form 

and structure 
using the 

correct subject 

terminology.

AO3: Discuss 
the 

social/historical 
context (What 
life was like at 

the time)

AO4: Use a range 

of vocabulary and 

sentence 

structures for 

clarity, purpose 

and effect, with 

accurate spelling 

and punctuation.



Power and Conflict Poems EXAM QUESTION Paper 2

Compare the ways 

that pride is 

presented in 

‘Ozymandias’ and 

one other poem.

Compare the ways 

that the feeling of 

hopelessness is 

portrayed in 

‘London’ and one 

other poem.

Compare the ways 

that poets present 

nature in ‘The 

Prelude’ and one 

other poem.

Compare the ways 

that relationships 

are explored in ‘My 

Last Duchess’ and 

one other poem.

Compare the ways 

that war is 

presented in ‘The 

Charge of the Light 

Brigade’ and one 

other poem.

Compare the ways 

that pain is 

illustrated in 

‘Exposure’ and one 

other poem.

Compare the ways 

that destruction is 

presented in ‘Storm 

on the Island’ and 

one other poem.

Compare the ways 

that movement in 

presented in 

‘Bayonet Charge’ 

and one other poem.

Compare the effects 

of conflict and how 

they are portrayed in 

‘Remains’ and one 

other poem.

Compare the ways 

that memory is 

explored in ‘Poppies’ 

and one other poem.

Compare the ways 

that the human 

experience is 

explored in ‘War 

Photographer’ and 

one other poem.

Compare the ways 

that power is 

explored in ‘Tissue’ 

and one other poem.

Compare the ways 

that feelings about 

place are presented 

in ‘The Emigree’ and 

one other poem.

Compare the ways 

that imagery is 

utilised in ‘Kamikaze’ 

and one other poem.

Compare the ways 

that poets present 

strong feelings in 

‘Checking out me 

History’ and one 

other poem.



WAGOLL
In ‘Exposure’, Wilfred Owen presents nature as a malevolent force, something

that is brutal and agonising. Nature is as deadly, if not more so, as the man-made
weapons designed to kill the enemy. When describing the harsh conditions the
soldiers are forced to endure, the speaker says, ‘pale flakes with fingering stealth
come feeling for our faces.’ This could suggest that nature is powerful because its
effects have taken the soldiers by surprise. Owen could also be suggesting that nature
has the ability to target the soldiers on purpose in order to cause them pain. This is
seen through the noun, ‘stealth’, which emphasises the malevolence of nature. It
implies nature has the ability to be sly and manipulative. The devastating impact of
this power is not fully appreciated by the soldiers and they are suffering as a result.
Furthermore, the possessive pronoun ‘our’ indicates that nature has no mercy;
everyone is affected and no one can escape its painful force.

This brutal power is further emphasised through the structure of the poem.
For example, the pause at the end of this line created by the dash implies…

The power of nature is presented similarly in ‘Storm on the Island’, yet
Seamus Heaney uses language and structure differently to highlight its destructive
power. For example,…



The Unseen Poems -WHAT IS THE EXAMINER MARKING ME ON?

AO1 – Demonstrate your 

understanding of the 

poem’s meaning by 

selecting relevant 

quotations to support 

your points and analysing 

them 

AO2 – Discuss and analyse 
language devices used and 

comment on how the poem is 
structured and set out. Discuss the 
form of the poem. Remember to 

use the correct subject 
terminology and  comment on 

how this links to the poet’s ideas. 

STEP ONE:

Explore 
connotations 
of the title.

STEP TWO:

Read the 
poem at least 

twice. 

STEP THREE:

Consider the 
meaning of the 

poem and 
identify the 

poet’s ideas.

STEP FOUR:

Analyse the 
poet’s use 

of language 
and 

structure.

STEP FIVE:

What is the 
effect on 

the reader?



In ‘Composed Upon Westminster Bridge, September 3rd, 1802’, how 
does the poet present the narrator’s feelings about the city?

Highlight THREE key 
words from the 

question.
WAGOLL
In ‘Composed Upon Westminster Bridge’, the narrator is 
in complete awe of the city he observes. Perhaps this is 
reflected in the form Wordsworth has chosen to write his 
poem. A sonnet is usually about love and here, the 
speaker is describing his love for the city he is in.

The speaker begins by saying, ‘Earth has not 
anything to show more fair.’ This implies… 

1. Write your point.

2. Add your quotation.

3. Write a simple statement about what your quotation suggests.

3. Offer another interpretation about what your quotation suggests.

4. Discuss key words in the quotation using the correct subject terminology.

5. Discuss more key words or language devices from the quotation and the effect 
on the reader.

6. Make a comment about the structure of the poem.

7. Add a new point and repeat the steps.



THE FINAL POETRY QUESTION

The final question is worth 8 marks. This question will require you to compare the unseen poem from the previous question to a new unseen poem.

It is likely this new poem will be quite short as you will not have a long time to answer it. 

This question is only testing you on AO2, meaning it is seeing if you can compare language, structure, form and other methods used by a writer.

Example Question and WAGOLL
Read the poem below. In both ‘Composed Upon Westminster Bridge’ and ‘Winter 

Night: Edinburgh’, the poets describe a city. What are the similarities and 
differences in the way the cities are described?

The two poems describe cities with very different atmospheres. In Wordsworth’s poem, London is ‘calm’ and ‘asleep’ in 
‘the beauty of the morning’, whereas Forster’s Edinburgh is busy and vibrant, ‘alive with light’ in the evening rush hour. 
Both poets use rhyme to create the atmosphere they describe. Wordsworth’s poem is written in the form of a Petrarchan 
sonnet, so it has the rhyme scheme, ABBA, ABBA, CDCDCD. The regularity of the rhyme scheme gives the poem a 
tranquil atmosphere, which mirrors the ‘deep’ calm in the ‘silent’ city. In contrast, ‘Winter Night: Edinburgh’ is written in
free verse and uses no rhyme. This gives the poem an irregular, stop-start rhythm, which reflects the city’s busy 
atmosphere, mirroring the movement of the cars as they make their way home in the rush hour, ‘controlled/by coloured 
lights.’
Wordsworth and Forster both use metaphorical language to make the cities sound alive. Wordsworth says that London is 
wearing the ‘beauty of the morning’ ‘like a garment’, and describes the city using the metaphor of a ‘mighty heart’. He 
also personifies the Thames – it ‘glideth at his own sweet will.’ This suggests that the city has a ‘will’ of its own, 
independent from the people who live in it. Similarly, Forster says that Edinburgh is ‘alive with light’ and personifies the 
city’s ‘shops and cafes’, saying they use light like ‘baited hooks’ to draw customers in. As in Wordsworth’s poem, this 
makes the reader think of the city as a living being which is independent of the people who live there. 




