
Key Stage 3 Key Stage 3 to 4 Transition Key Stage 4

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Th
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Belonging. Diversity. Buddhism Beliefs and teachings. Peace and conflict. Christianity religion and life.

K
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w
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d
ge

The nativity story. Bar Mitzvah. 
Daniel and the lions den.

Diversity of religious practices. 
Cultural differences.  Impact of 

following a faith. The 10 
commandments. 

The Buddha's early life. 
Dependant arising. 3 marks of 

existence.

Nuclear war. Weapons of mass 
destruction. Pacifism and peace 

making. 

Days of creation. The value of the 
world. Abortion euthanasia and 

death.
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Inclusion. Exclusion. 
Commitment.

Differences. Acceptance. 
Commitment. Historical context.

Dependant arising. Marks of 
existence.

Chemical and biological weapons. 
Mass destruction. Deterrence.

Voluntary. Non- voluntary. 
Passive. Active euthanasia. Pro 

life. Pro choice

Sk
ill

s

Describe. Explain Explain. Analysis. Evaluate. Evaluate. Analyse. Analyse. Explain.

A
ss

es
sm

en
t

Explain.
Is football a religion?

Explain.
The importance of the Bar 
Mitzvah to Jewish people.

Explain.

Explain. Give reasons why 
diversity is good/ bad. Analyse. 

Compare Christianity and Islam.

Evaluate- the Buddha's decision 
to be an ascetic. Evaluate- are 

stories of his early life important?

Evaluate- would Buddhists 
approve of weapons of mass 

destruction? 

Analyse- compare stories of 
creation to evolution. Explain- 
Christian attitudes to animals 

abortion and death.
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Pupils will know the importance 
of belonging and understand 
how celebrations bring people 

together.

Pupils have an awareness of 
differences within religion. They 

will use this to help them interpret 
the meaning behind different 

religious celebrations.

Theme runs over two half terms. 
Pupils then see how Buddhists put 

beliefs into practice.

Pupils have considered concepts 
of peace and forgiveness on a 

global scale. They will now 
consider how criminals should be 

treated.

Pupils have learnt religious 
attitudes to the value of life. 

Pupils will apply these values and 
understand how they affect 

attitudes towards war and peace.

Th
em

e

Celebrations and religious 
communities.

The role of celebrations in uniting 
and dividing believers. Buddhists beliefs and practices. Buddhism crime and punishment Christianity. Peace and conflict.

K
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w
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d
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Types of prayer. Diwali. Holi. 
Nativity. Sabbath. Christmas. Hanukkah. Wesak.

Four noble truths. Different types 
of Buddhism. Where Buddhists 

worship.

Reasons for crime. Types of crime. 
Aims of punishment. Treatment 

of criminals.
Concepts of forgiveness, terrorism, 

war and pacifism.
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Individuality. Community. Moral 
of the story.

Karma. Historical significance. 
Commercialism. Suffering. Worship. Devotion.

Addiction. Poverty trap. Mental 
health.

Pacifism. Conscientious objector. 
Peaceful protest.

Sk
ill

s

Describe. Analyse. Describe. Explain. Evaluate. Analyse. Evaluate. Analyse. Evaluate.

A
ss

es
sm
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t

Describe the story of nativity. 
Analyse- compare the 

celebrations of Diwali and 
Christmas. End of unit test.

Describe the story of Hanukkah. 
Explain how releasing a caged 

bird could generate bad karma. 
Analyse- compare different 

Buddhist belief systems. 

Evaluate- religious people should 
never break the law. Analyse- 
could following the eight- fold 

path ever cause you to break the 
law?

Evaluate- should religious people 
go to war?
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Pupils can interpret the 
significance of celebrations. Pupils 

will interpret the significance of 
symbols to religious people.

Pupils have analysed how 
celebrations unite and divide. 

Pupils will now analyse religious 
teachings and explain their 

impact on individuals. 

Pupils will make links between 
Buddhist beliefs and how they 

live their lives.

Pupils have applied Buddhist 
beliefs and teachings to moral 

issues. They will now learn 
Christian beliefs

Pupils have now completed the 
curriculum and will now develop 

examination skills.

Th
em

e

Symbols.
Interpretation of religious 

teachings. Buddhism practices. Christian beliefs and teachings. Examination Skills

K
no

w
le

d
ge

Religious symbols. Symbolism of 
death. Synagogues. Passover. Origins of Qu'ran/ Bible. Miracles. 

Meditation. Death and mourning. 
Celebrating. Compassion. Loving- 

kindness.
Nature of God. Life and death of 

Jesus.
Revision of all topics. Practice of 

exam technique.
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Angel of death. Purgatory. Revelation. Miracles. Compassion. Mourning. Incarnation. Crucifixion. Sacrifice.

Sk
ill

s

Evaluation. Analysis. Explain. Evaluate. Analyse. Analysis. Evaluation. Evaluation. Describe.
Describe. Explain. Evaluate. 

Analyse.

A
ss
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t

Evaluation. Represent your ideas 
of death in image form. Analyse. 
The feelings of the Israelites and 
Egyptians in the plague. End of 

module test

Explain beliefs in miracles. Analyse-
compare methods of revelation. 

Evaluate- did the Jabberwok 
deserve to die?

Analysis- compare different types 
of meditation. Evaluate- would 

the world be a better place if 
everyone was more 

compassionate?

Evaluate- a loving God would 
not allow suffering. Describe- the 

nature of God. Past paper questions.
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Pupils understand key concepts 

concerning life, death and 
deliverance. Pupils will 

understand the importance of 
key leaders and their influence 

on key concepts.

Pupils understand the concept of 
interpretation. Pupils will apply 

concepts to questions of meaning 
purpose and truth.

Pupils will use their knowledge of 
Buddhist beliefs and apply them 
to matters of relationships and 

families.

Theme runs over two half terms. 
Pupils then see how Christians put 

beliefs into practice.

Pupils have now completed the 
curriculum and will now develop 

examination skills.

Th
em

e

Religious leaders Meaning purpose and truth.
Buddhism relationships and 

families.
Christian beliefs, teachings and 

practices.. Examination Skills

K
no

w
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d
ge

Abraham. Guru Nanak. 
Muhammad. Jesus.

Resurrection. Reincarnation. 
Ghosts. Heaven and hell.

Buddhist ideas about human 
sexuality. Beliefs about marriage. 
Attitudes towards contraception.

Life after death. Prayer. The 
sacraments. Pilgrimage. 

Celebrations.
Revision of all topics. Practice of 

exam technique.
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Obedience. Sacrifice. Respect. Resurrection. Reincarnation. 
Homosexuality. Contraception. 

Equality.
Sacraments. Pilgrimage. 

Devotion.

Sk
ill

s

Evaluate. Describe. Describe. Explain. Analyse. Evaluate. Explain. Explain. Analyse.
Describe. Explain. Evaluate. 

Analyse.

A
ss
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t

Evaluate. Justify Abraham's 
willingness to sacrifice Isaac. 

Describe the life of Muhammad. 
End of unit assessment.

Describe- link ideas to life after 
death. Explain- what happens 

when you die. Analyse- design a 
heaven where you would be 

happy for eternity.

Evaluate- religious people are less 
likely to divorce. Explain- religious 

attitudes to birth control.

Explain- the importance of Holy 
Communion. Analyse- compare 

different types of pilgrimage. Past paper questions.
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Pupils understand the work of 
key religious leaders. Pupils will 

examine the sacred texts 
associated with them.

Pupils have considered questions 
about meaning and purpose of 

life. Pupils will consider the role of 
God and the importance of the 

concept.

Pupils have learnt religious 
attitudes to the idea of creating 

life. They will apply knowledge to 
ideas about ending life

Pupils will make links between 
Christian beliefs and how they live 

their lives.

Pupils have now completed the 
curriculum and will now develop 

examination skills.

Th
em

e

Religious sources.
Consider the nature and existence 

of God. Buddhism religion and life. Christian practices.

K
no

w
le

d
ge

Parable of the unmerciful 
servant. The Qu'ran. Kosher food 

law. Interpreting the Bible.
What is truth? Existence of God. 

Concepts of good and evil.

Origins of life. The value of the 
world. Abortion euthanasia and 

death.

Role of the church. Church 
growth. Persecution of Christians. 

Attitudes towards poverty.
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Mercy. Justice. Patience. Solitary 
confinement. Obedience. God. Truth. Evolution. Abortion. Euthanasia.

Missionary. Great commission. 
Evangelism.

Sk
ill

s

Describe. Analysis. Explain. Evaluate. Analyse. Explain. Describe. Evaluate.

A
ss

es
sm

en
t Describe. Design a menu that 

follows Jewish kosher food law. 
Analysis. Interpret the meaning 

of the unmerciful servant 
parable.

Explain- what God's nature is. 
Evaluate- Justify their belief in 

God.
Explain- Buddhist attitudes to 
animals abortion and death.

Describe- ways in which Christians 
grow the church. Evaluate- 

should Christians help the poor 
rather than going to church?
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Pupils understand how religious 
sources guide believers. Pupils will 

understand how beliefs affect 
believers actions.

Pupils understand that people 
have different beliefs and 

understand the importance of 
respecting people's opinions. 
Pupils will consider diversity 

within religions.

Pupils have learnt religious 
attitudes to the value of life. 

Pupils will apply these values and 
understand how they affect 

attitudes towards war and peace.

Pupils will use their knowledge of 
Christian beliefs and apply them 
to matters of relationships and 

families.

Th
em

e

Beliefs, teachings and actions.
Religious diversity. Religious 

leaders. Peace and conflict.
Christianity relationships and 

families.

K
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w
le
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ge

Care of the environment.  
Concepts of good and evil. 

Heaven and hell.

Religious opinions on immigration. 
What it means to be British. The 

role of contempory religious 
leaders.

Concepts of forgiveness, terrorism, 
war and pacifism.

Christian ideas about human 
sexuality. Beliefs about marriage. 
Attitudes towards contraception.
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Stewardship. Dominion. 
Suffering. Original sin.

Immigration. Diversity. Good 
Samaritan. Equality.

Pacifism. Conscientious objector. 
Peaceful protest.

Homosexuality. Contraception. 
Equality.

Sk
ill

s

Analyse. Evaluate. Explain. Evaluate. Analyse. Evaluate. Analyse. Explain.

A
ss

es
sm

en
t Analyse. Compare teachings on 

the environment in Christianity 
and Buddhism. Evaluate. Justify 
why a loving God would allow 

his people to suffer.

Explain opinions on immigration. 
Evaluate religious perspectives on 

diversity. Analyse the work of 
religious leaders.

Evaluate- should religious people 
go to war?

Analyse- compare Buddhist and 
Christian attitudes towards 

marriage and divorce.  Explain- 
religious attitudes to birth control.
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t Pupils understand how religious 
beliefs drive a persons actions. 

Pupils will understand how 
beliefs and actions contribute to 

diversity.

Pupils have gained an overview 
of world religions and moral 

issues. They will apply Buddhist 
beliefs to current issues.

Pupils will continue the topic in 
Y10

Pupils have learnt religious 
attitudes to the idea of creating 

life. They will apply knowledge to 
ideas about ending life


