
School Day Consultation: 
Frequently Asked Questions: 

We have received a great deal of responses supporting the proposal, particularly linked to the 

positive impact on student wellbeing. We appreciate all comments that you have made, and we will 

continue to update this document as further responses are received. 

Questions that have been posed include: 

1) How will school transport times be changed according to the proposed school day? 

Paul’s Coaches have received the consultation and we are aware that changes in times for 

transport will need to be considered. We are unable to change the times of public transport, 

such as the D&G service, but we are looking to adapt the route taken by Pauls’ coaches.  

 

2) How does this proposal support the union claim that teachers will be able to catch up the 

work missed over the recent months? 

We are currently investing a great deal of time on refining curriculum planning to take 

account of the period of school closure. Governors have also been involved in the revised 

curriculum plans.  

 

Staff have completed exam board training events to ensure we are fully aware of changes 

that will be made to GCSE exams as this will in turn have an impact on curriculum delivery. 

We are being responsive to external changes to the curriculum. 

 

Faculty meetings and line management meetings have continued via Teams during periods 

of closure and catch-up curriculum plans have been a rolling agenda item. 

 

3) Is it wise to move one of the pre-lunch lessons to post lunch as people find it more difficult 

to concentrate in the afternoon? 

Behaviour has been considered as part of the school day proposal. One of the reasons for 

proposing the change to the school day is linked to student behaviour and wellbeing. One 

real impact on behaviour for young people is hunger, hence the reason more suitable break 

and lunch times are being proposed. 

 

We have analysed the behaviour data and a pattern of deterioration as the day progresses is 

not evident. The lesson after break (based on the existing school day) is where we have seen 

a spike over the last two years, which we believe is due to eating late, which results in 

hungry students. Following the behaviour data analysis, we do not believe that having 

periods 4 and 5 after lunch presents a problem - if anything, students are more likely to 

settle knowing that they haven't just got one lesson to attend before the end of the day.  

 

4) If there is to be social distancing as a result of Covid-19, how will the school develop a 
more dynamic approach to pupil attendance and the school day? 
The proposal to change the school day was discussed early in the academic year, and 
certainly prior to school closure, but it was not right to propose a change part way through 
an academic year. At the heart of the proposal is student wellbeing, (this has been 
recognised by many parents / carers in their feedback), which is more important now than 



ever before. It is important that we continue with school improvement plans, despite the 
school closure. 
 
In terms of a dynamic approach to the school day and student attendance, this has certainly 
been considered as part of the wider reopening to Year 10 as we have staggered start, 
break, lunch and end times.  We fully understand that, if the proposal does go ahead, plans 
may well have to be amended in September in light of government guidance, and we are 
prepared for that. Unions have recognised that our reopening plans are robust, through and 
dynamic in approach. The tour of the school on the website provides a guide of the dynamic 
approach we have take to ensure social distancing and included in those plans is staggered 
start and end times.  

 
5) What is the school going to do with regards to the loss of lesson time? 

Students will still receive exactly the same number of hours of curriculum time as they will 
still have 5 lessons, of one hour each. Currently, the 30-minute tutor time is used to deliver 
Personal Development, whereas in September, in Years 7 and 8, this is going to be delivered 
in a one-hour lesson, thus allowing the 20 minutes tutor time to focus on the wellbeing of 
students and celebrate achievements.  
 
Additional Comments made by parents / carers: 
 
I believe this change will have a positive affect to our children’s day as they are starting early 
and finishing earlier.  
 
I agree with the email sent and I am happy with the changes.  
 
Yes, this seems okay to me.  
 
My child will be attending in September. I am an ex student and I think the new proposed 
change of times is a good idea as the points you have made are valid and the children being 
able to spend extra time with their own tutor will help with problems, issues they may have 
and give them the reassurance that they need to be able to talk about any problems. Thank 
you for putting the children first and we look forward to seeing you under these difficult 
circumstances in September.  
 
I agree with the proposed changes, it will create a far more balanced day for students.  
 
 
It is clear to see that the children would benefit 100% from this.  
 
It gives those an opportunity to take part in extra-curricular activities without the worry of 
travelling back home in the dark - what parent doesn’t appreciate that!  
 
Given the unprecedented times we are/have been going through, we also liked the idea of a 
slightly longer registration period, as if anyone is apprehensive or worried about their day 
ahead or anything at all to be honest, it is a great opportunity to have that contact with their 
tutor before heading off for lessons.  
 
This is a very good idea, especially the earlier lunchtime and finishing earlier to aid after 
school clubs. 
 



 
Thank you for putting the children first. 

 


