
 

 

July 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you are aware, the Department for Education have released guidance in relation to 
September re-opening. Providing that this guidance does not change, we are pleased that 
we will be in a position to welcome all students back to the Academy on Thursday 3rd 
September.  
 
We are sure that you will have lots of questions regarding what Autumn Term provision will 
look like, and what arrangements we have been making to ensure that the site is as safe as 
possible.  For this reason, there is a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document to 
accompany this letter, which we hope you will find useful. 
 
From looking at the FAQ document, you will notice that we are not staggering start and end 
times - because we believe that this would create logistical issues for families who have 
children in different year groups. However, we are alternating the times at which different 
year groups can purchase their food, and we will use as many areas of the school that we 
have available to serve food. Again, this information can be found in the FAQ document 
(question 25) and the at-a-glance table, which also accompanies this letter, which 
summarises arrangements.  
 
As per the government guidance to create year group bubbles, we will zone the school, so 
that different year groups will be allocated a certain section of the school, and will have a 
certain yard.  It is absolutely essential that students adhere to the allocated zones.  Please 
see questions 21, 25 and the at-a-glance table for more information on this.  
 
Key points to be taken from the FAQ letter include that where students present with 
symptoms, we will ask that a test is taken (see questions 5 and 6 for further details).  Please 
also note the rules on face coverings: if a student travels to school on public transport, they 
will be required to wear a face covering, but this must be removed before entering the 
school gates. Students will be asked to place their face covering in a sealed plastic bag, or in 
the case of disposable masks, in the bin. Again, more information can be found about this in 
questions 16-18.  
 
School uniform will be compulsory as of September, but we are asking that on days when 
students have PE, they arrive to school in their PE kit and continue to wear it following the 
lesson. This is due to the logistical issues involved in the use of changing rooms. With 
regards to clothing, we also ask that your son / daughter wears a coat to school because 
they will be required to go outside to their allocated area at break and lunch times.  It may 
also be sensible for them to have a small umbrella.  
 



 

 

It is also important to note that we would like the school to be completely cashless. 
Previously, students have been able to use the cash loader in school to pay for their school 
lunch.  As of September, we kindly ask that, where possible, money is loaded onto the 
account on the previous evening. More information is available on this in question 29.  
 
Of course, the government guidance could well change again before September. We are due 
to receive an update on 11th August, therefore we will communicate any changes to plans 
with you as soon as possible. Please check our website and your emails / School Comms for 
updates on September reopening plans.  
 
We would like to thank you for your continuing patience. It is important to us that we 

communicate concrete information once we have plans in place, and as such have not 

been able to communicate this content prior to this point. Please rest assured that we 

are absolutely committed to ensuring our site is as safe as possible and, as such have 

taken the government’s Guidance for Secondary School Provision extremely seriously.  

We really are looking forward to opening our doors to all students in September, but we 

are aware that many may experience apprehension and uncertainty.  Please rest assured 

that we will do everything possible to support our school community during a period of 

transition to full time face-to-face schooling and, with this in mind, we would encourage 

you to get in touch (if you haven’t’ already done so) regarding any possible barriers we 

may encounter and we can then work together prior to September to put support in 

place.  

If you do have any questions about site safety, or any of the points raised in this letter or 

associated documentation, please don’t hesitate to get in touch via the usual channels of 

communication.  

Thank you for your on-going support throughout the period of school closure. Our 

incredible community spirit has shone through more than ever during this difficult time.  

Take care and please stay safe.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs Jane Hingley  

 
 


